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Palestinian leader dies in Jail 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — A Palestinian leader regarded as 
a symbol of bis people's unity died in hospital Sunday alter 21 yean In pn 
Israeli jail, relatives said. They said Omar AI Qassem, 42, died wider army 
guard in Tel Aviv's Assaf Harofefa hospital where be had been transferred 
from prison, suffering kidney faOurt, internal Meeting and suspected cokm 
cancer. Hoars before his death Arab and Israeli supporters cried for Us 
release at a news conference in Arab Jerusalem. Palestinian leader Faisal 
AI Husseini told reporters Qassem, popularly dabbed the “Palestinian 
Mandela," was a “Great man and a servant of our people.’’ brad Iranian 
rights lawyers Fefida Longer and Leah Tsemd condemned military 
authorities for keeping Qassem handcuffed to his hospital bed and not 
allowing him. to travel abroad for specialist treatment. “The fall 
responsibility for the fate of Omar AI Qassem lies with thfc Israeli 
authorities.” Longer said. Qassem was captured by Israeli troops in the 
West Bank village of Kafr MaBk as he led an armed sqaad of P al e s t i n ian s, 
intending to mount an a pind the Israeli army. 
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Israel-Egypt row develops 

• 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel demanded Sunday that Cairo explain why an 
Egyptian naval patrol fired on. a boat in the Golf of Aqaba, fatally 
wounding an Israeli fisherman. The request for clarification came alter the 
Bsherman, 42-year-old Shlomo Yisradi, died of leg and stomach wounds he 
received fa the incident Saturday. Egypt denied knowledge of any injuries 
Saturday. It said a patrol fired warning shots in the air and not at the .raft 
in Egyptian territorial waters off the Sinai peninsula. “This is a serious 
incident amt Irael is taking up the matter with the Egyptian authorities. We 
are seeking agent darificatfon,” Arf Renter, spokesman for Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, told Reuters. A foreign ministry spokesman said 
the Egyptian ambassador in Israel, Mo hammad Bassfoani, had been 
summoned to the ministry for a meeting Monday. Officials said that even 
though Yisraeh may have panicked and tried to ike when die Egyptian 
patted approached, Israel saw no justification for Egypt to have opened fire 
when the boat dearly posed no threat. The foreign ministry spokesman said 
YisraeJi had admitted to being in Egypt's territorial waters on what he said 
was a fishing excursion. A police spokesman told the Jerusalem Post that 
Yisraeli had the accessary permits for the trip. 
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Iran loses its revolutionary patriarch 

Khamenei named 
Khomeini heir 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRANIAN leaders moved swiftly Sunday to 
avert uncertainty and political turmoil 
caused by the death of revolutionary leader 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini and named 
President Ali Khamenei to succeed' the 
Shi’ite patriarch who catapulted Iran into 
religious fervour and transformed the coun¬ 
try into a staunch anti-Western Islamic 
bastion. 

The official news agency IRNA 
IKfia 


and Tehran Radio said Khamenei 
was elected by a vote, of more 
than two-thirds of the 80-member 
Assembly of Experts after eight 
hours of deliberation. 

Khamenei, 49, ends hi$ second 
£ r . term as president in October. He 
is baned by the constitution from 
standing again. 

Tehran Television quoted 
Khamenei as saying while the 
experts held an in camera session, 
“we hope temporarily to be able 
to fill the leadership, because the 
new terms of the constitution are 
currently under review. 

He said it would be two or 
three months before constitution¬ 
al reforms ordered by Khomeini - 
earlier this year are completed. 

“We must be able to fill this 
vacuum.” he said. “Whether this 
will be temporary or permanent, 
will. God willing, be decided by 
this meeting." 

Like Khomeini, who had led 
the country since the Islamic re¬ 
volution of 1979, Khamenei is a 
senior Shi'ite clergyman although 


he does not rank among the 
handful of surviving grand ayatol¬ 
lahs. 

He bad not been considered 
the leading contender for sup¬ 
reme power and it remains un¬ 
clear whether he will exercise the 
dual religious and political au¬ 
thority which Khomeini held. 

A review of the Iranian con¬ 
stitution was expected to abolish 
the office of prime minister and 
make the president chief execu¬ 
tive as well as ceremonial head of 
state. 

Frontrunner for the enlarged 
office is the speaker of parlia¬ 
ment, Ali Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani, 54. 

In the streets of Tehran, 
thousands of grieving mourners 
headed for the Jamaran suburb 
home of the 86-year-old leader 
who left no recognised successor. 
Some were injured in the crush of 
chest-beating mourners. 

A radio announcer, his voice 
choking with emotion, reported 
at 7 a.m. (0330 GMT) Sunday 
“Imam Khomeini passed away” 


in a Tehran hospital Saturday. 

The state television and radio 
said Saturday that his health con¬ 
dition had deteriorated because 
of an unspecified “complication,” 
11 days after he underwent 
surgery to staunch intestinal 
bleeding in his digestive system. 

Tehran's Resalat, evening 
newspaper said later Sunday that 
Khomeini died just before mid¬ 
night (2030 GMT), nine hours 
after a heart failure that deman¬ 
ded his resuscitation. 

“From God we come, to God 
we go,” the radio announcer said, 
reciting a verse from the Koran. 

Khomeini left a 29-page politic¬ 
al testament, in which he is be¬ 
lieved to have proposed how the 
Islamic republic should be gov¬ 
erned after him. 

The “divine political will and 
testament” was read at an 
emergency session ot me Majlis. 
Iran's parliament, that lasted ab¬ 
out three hours, IRNA said. 

It did • not report what the 
document said. But the agency 
noted that Khomeini's only son, 
Ahmad, 43. will publidy disclose 
the contents of the document, 
which contains “five page of pre¬ 
face and a one-page appendix." 

It was first written in 1982. and 
revised and sent to parliament in 
December 1987 to be opened 
only after his death. 

The meeting of the 270-seat 
Majlis was attended by the 
Assembly of Experts, handpicked 
by Khomeini in the early days of 
the revolution to deal with the 
issue of succession. 

Resalac. giving the first account 
of Khomeini's last hours, said; 


“Doctors revived the imam... and 
he regained consciousness, 
though be was not able to speak 
to relatives and top officials who 
were at his bedside. He whis¬ 
pered prayers.”* 

IRNA quoted the newspaper 
as reporting: “As the night 
moved closer, the imam slid 
further into silence and finally at 
about midnight, the long spirit of 
God joined celestial heaven.” 

Tehran residents said queues 
formed at bakeries and petrol 
stations in the morning but the 
mood soon changed to one of 
calm grief with black flags hung 
from buildings and readings of 
Koran blaring from public louds¬ 
peakers. 

“There are demonstrations 
where everybody is crying. They 
are not shouting anything, just 
crying. People of all types and 
ages are wearing black shirts, 
black ties, black everything,” a 
resident commented. 

The government declared five 
days of public holilday and 40 
days of national mourning. 

The main anti-Khomeini move¬ 
ment the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq. 
based in the Iraqi capital Bagh¬ 
dad. said; “This is the end of the 
Khomeini regime...” (see reac¬ 
tions, page 2). 

Iran's armed forces vowed in a 
joint statement Sunday to protect 
the revolution and homeland, 
apparently recalling that the Gulf 
war started during the uncertain¬ 
ty after the 1979 revolution when 
the armed services were 
weakened by purges of Western- 
trained officers. 




Palestinians observe 
mass general strike 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian mer¬ 
chants closed their shops and 
stores in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip Sunday to protest 
the Israeli plan for Palestinian 
elections in the occupied territor¬ 
ies and to mark the anniversaries 
of the 1967 war and Israel's inva¬ 
sion of Lebanon in 1982. 

. The Gaza Strip's 700,000 resi¬ 
dents were confined to their 
homes by an indefinite curfew. It 
was the second curfew on the 
strip in three weeks. 

Also Sunday, 22-year-old 
KhaJed At Natur died of a gun¬ 
shot wound to the head he "suf¬ 
fered in a clash with troops Fri¬ 
day, officials at Ramallah hospit¬ 
al in the West Bank said. 

Natur's death raised to 505 the 
number of Palestinians killed 
since the Palestinian uprising be¬ 
gan in December 1987. 

Meanwhile, a Jewish settler re¬ 
lated to Russian revolutionary 
Leon Trotsky was accused of 
anti-Arab “vigilante" activities 
and banned from entering heavily 
populated Palestinian areas, the 
Maariv newspaper reported. 

The settler. David Axelrod, 22. 
has been accused of assaulting an 
Israeli soldier on patrol in "the 


West Bank town of Hebron last 
month. He is Trotsky's great- 
grandson. 

On Saturday, thousands of 
Israeli activists demonstrated in 
Tel Aviv against attacks by Jew¬ 
ish settlers in the occupied terri¬ 
tories, where hospital officials 
said soldiers wounded 13 Palesti¬ 
nians. 

In another development, the 
Labour Party’s faction leader, 
Haim Ramon, called on the attor¬ 
ney-general to prosecute Jewish 
settler leader rabbi Yitzhak Gins- 
burg for trying to justify the 
slaying of an Arab teenage girl by 
saying that'the blood of Jews was 
different than the-bloood of non- 
Jews. 

Seven of Ginsburg's students 
are being held on suspicion in the 
Monday shooting death of 13- 
year-oid Ibtisam Bouzieh. 

Israel Television said the orga¬ 
nisers' of the Tel Aviv “Peace 
Coalition” rally, which attracted 
almost 30,000 supporters, were 
circulating a petition already 
signed by 32 of parliament's 120- 
members calling on police and 
the army to arrest settler vigi¬ 
lantes. 

“If Israel does not get up and 
stop them now, maybe some day 


not far from now, they (the set¬ 
tlers) will arrest us,” said Israeli 
author Amos Oz. 

Israeli Education Minister Yit¬ 
zhak Navon urged the army Sun¬ 
day to reopen Arab schools in the 
occupied West Bank, closed dur¬ 
ing most of the uprising. 

The 1,200 schools, serving 
300,000 primary through high 
school students, were last closed 
in January, after having been 
reopened for a month. 

Israeli officials claim the clos¬ 
ings axe necessary for “security." 

“The return of thousands of 
students and teachers could bring 
a relaxation and normalisation in 
the territories.” Navon, a minis¬ 
ter from the Labour Party, told 
reporters after a weekly cabinet 
session. 

Housing Minister David Levy 
of the rightist Likud disagreed, 
saying: “The minister of defence 
has already pointed out the dan¬ 
ger that is involved in this. The 
schools were already opened and 
they had to be dosed again.” 

Israel has been widely conde¬ 
mned for its denial of education 
for Palestinians of the West 
Bank. Israel contends the schools 
are a hotbed for violence. 


Shells hammer Beirut 
as peace panel meets 


e,- 


RABAT (Agenries) — Three 
Arab heads of state seeking to 
negotiate an end to Lebanon's 
civil war prepared for their first 
meeting Sunday as feuding artil¬ 
lerymen once again turned their 
guns on the dvilians of Beirut. 

Nine people in Beirut and five 
people in the west were injured 
when shells and rockets pounded 
the Lebanese capital, sending re¬ 
sidents radng back tt> shelters 
after a three-week respite. 

Lebanese political sources said 
the flare-up — a common prac¬ 
tice before any peace talks — was 
timed to put more pressure on the 
Rabat negotiators. 

Since a shaky ceasefire medi¬ 
ated by the Arab League May 11, 
troops loyal to army commander 
Michel Aoun and Syrian forces 


and their Lebanese allies had 
largely avoided targeting re¬ 
sidential areas. 

The ceasefire ended 60 days of 
artillery bombardments which 
wrecked much of Beirut and kil¬ 
led at least 362 people. 

King Hassan of Morocco, King 
Fahd of Saudj Arabia and Alge¬ 
rian President Chadli Benjedid 
were charged by the Arab League 
with bringing peace to Lebanon 
at last month’s Arab summit in 
Casablanca. 

The summit gave the heads-of- 
state committee six months to 
seek an end to 14 years of civil 
war by convening parliament to 
elect a' president and agree on 
political reforms. 

Aoun's command, admitted 
Sunday its gunners pounded 


Beirut's western sector to avenge 
what it called “escalated Syrian 
bombardment of east Beirut and 
other population centres” in the 
800-square-kilometre enclave. 

The command of the 40,000 
Syrian troops stationed in Leba¬ 
non under a 1976 peacekeeping 
mandate from the Arab League 
declined comment. 

Syria said Saturday it would 
continue its involvement in 
Lebanon. 

“Syria could not under any 
circumstances disregard the spe¬ 
cial brotherly relation with Leba¬ 
non, the joint strategic interes¬ 
ts and the strong link in the 
security of both countries.” said 
Sulieman Kaddah, assistant re- 
jonal secretary of the ruling 
itb Party. 


Top-level 

officials 

named 


AMMAN (J-T.) — The govern¬ 
ment Sunday announced new 
appointments and a reshuffle in 
the positions of secretaries-gener- 
al in six ministries. 

According to the announce¬ 
ment, Sami Sunnaa has been 
appointed secretary-general of 
the Ministry of Agriculture re¬ 
placing Salem Lawzi. who was 
been given the post of advisor at 
the Prime Ministry. Sunnaa had 
served as director general of the 
Agricultural Marketing Organisa¬ 
tion and in several posts at the 
ministries of agriculture and the 
national economy, as well as an 
expert with the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organisa¬ 
tion and at the Jordan Valley 
Authority. 

Daoud KhaJaf was appointed 
secretary general of the Ministry 
of Public Works. Khalaf had 
served as director of the Planning 
Department at the University of 
Jordan and head of the Central 
Tender Department. 

Radi Ibrahim was appointed 
secretory general of the Ministry 
of Supply, succeeding Abdullah 
AI Hawamdeh, who had res¬ 
igned. Ibrahim served as director 
of the Companies Department at 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade. 

Dr. Safwan Touqan was 
appointed secretary general of 
the Ministry of Planning, filling in 
the. vacancy left behind when 
Ziyad Fariz was appointed minis¬ 
ter in the present government. 
Touqan served as professor at 
Yarmouk Uiversity since 1983. 

Mohammad Simadi became 
secretary general of the Ministry 
of Transport and Telecom¬ 
munications after serving as 
director of the Economics De¬ 
partment at the Royal Scientific 
Society since 1987. 

Mansour Ibn Tarif was 
appointed director general of the 
Agricultural Credit Corporation. 
Ibn Tarif has served as secretary 
general of the Ministry of Trans¬ 
port and Telecommunications 

Abdullah A1 Jaa was made 
director of the Post Office and 
Postal Savings Department. Jazi 
has served as director general of 
the Hijaz Railway Corporation. 

The appointments and mil take 
effect June 11. 



A man trying to pull a soldier from his comrades as thousands in 
Peking turned out to block troops from Tiananmen Square Friday. 
The soldiers withdrew then, bnt returned Saturday night to mount a 


massive assault on the protesters, killing at least a 1,000 and wounding 
thousands. 


At least 1,000 shot dead or trampled by vehicles 

Army wrests control 
of Tiananmen Square 


- Combined agency dispatches 

ARMY TROOPS firing automatic 
weapons and accompanied by 
armoured personnel carriers 
assaulted and broke up pro-demo¬ 
cracy protests by thousands of 
students in Peking's central 
square early Sunday. But people 
returned to the area later to block 
reinforcements for the military. 

At least 1,000 people were be¬ 
lieved killed and thousands 
wounded in the army assault on 
Tiananmen Square. 

Tanks with machineguns blaz¬ 
ing patrolled Peking in a show of 
force Sunday night. 

Witnesses said 10 ttanks and 16 
armoured troop carriers thun¬ 
dered eastwards from Tiananmen 
Square along the city's Avenue of 
Eternal Peeace for three 
kilometres to Peking’s myin 
embassy district and then re¬ 
turned. 

Western residents heard an ex¬ 
plosion around 8 p.m. (1100 
GMT) and saw a fireball soar 15 
metres into the sky in the south¬ 
east of the city. 

Earlier Sunday, thousands of 
angry demonstrators set fire to a 
column of about 100 armoured 
troop carriers and trucks in the 
west of Peking to take reveenge 
for the many students and work¬ 
ers shot dead by troops or crushed 


by tanks in the early hours of the 
day. 

The exact death toll will prob¬ 
ably never be known. As the scale 
of the conflict became more appa¬ 
rent, diplomats said it was possi¬ 
ble (hat more than 1,000 people 
were killed in a night of carnage. 

Thick black smoke filled the 
western sky. Peking's streets were 
mostly deserted as night fell. 

According to news reports and 
witness accounts, the troops fired 
indiscriminately at crowds and 
beat people with rifle butts as they 
moved through the city and on to 
the square to end the three-week 
occupation by the demonstrators. 

Thousands were reported in¬ 
jured in the army's bid to impose 
martial law declared May 20 by 
Premier Li Peeng. Initial interna¬ 
tional reaction condemned 
Chinese authorities for attacks on 
unarmed civilians (see page 8). 

fn one incident, about 100 
troops charged into a residential 
area just north of the square, 
shooting into narrow alleyways as 
women dutched their babies and 
people fell to the pavement. After 
the attack, residents came out 
again and taunted the soldiers 
with cries of “fasost.” 

Radio Shanghai, meanwhile, 
reported people in China's largest 
city taking to the streets to set up 
barricades, although there were 


no reports of troops in Shanghai.. 

In Peking, hundreds of 
thousands of people were in the 
streets, visibly angry over the 
previous night's carnage. 

Thousands returned to the 
Xidan intersection two kilometres* 
west of the square to reerect street 
barricades and set fire to military 
vehicles and buses. Early Sunday, 
military trucks had plowed 
through a flaming public bus 
blocking the road on their way to 
Tiananmen. 

People Mocked some roads with 
large trucks, others with ample 
food stalls. 

“Before this happened we loved 
the party,” a 40-year-old worker 
said in reference to the ruling 
Communist Party. “Now we 
oppose the party. We deeply 
oppose the party.*' 

A speech by Peking Mayor 
Chen Xitong read out on state 
television told citizens: “There is 
no turning back.” 

“Do not take part in demon¬ 
strations and counter-revolution¬ 
ary activities." 

But students prepared to de¬ 
fend their campuses in northwest* 
Peking against an expected milit¬ 
ary invasion. 

More than 1,000 students 
crowded around the gates of Pek- 
ing University, a Chinese 
academic said.. 


“They expect the military to 
come. If they do the entire neigh¬ 
bourhood will come to protect 
them- Our consciousness is very 
high. We do not fear the army 
despite what happened.” he said. 

Student leaders appealed for 
calm across the university louds¬ 
peaker system 

Official government announce¬ 
ments on the army attack, aired 
repeatedly on national television. 
said the troops bad “suppressed a 
counterrevolutionary riot” and 
achieved a “great victory in the 
struggle to end turmoil in the 
capital.” 

The reports said three soldiers 
were killed and more than 1.000 
injured by '‘thugs," but did not 
mention casualties among the 
populace. 

An announcer for the English- 
language Radio Beijing, moni¬ 
tored in Washington, said 
thousands of people, mostly civi¬ 
lians. were killed. But the station 
later switched announcers and re¬ 
turned to reading government 
pronouncements 

There were no puhlic comments 
by China’s leadership on the 
military attack. The crackdown 
was believed ordered by senior 
leader Deng Xiaoping, who Is 
known for economic reforms but 
broaches no challenges to Com¬ 
munist Partv rule. 


Israeli soldier, 3 commandos killed 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — An’ 
Israeli soldier and three guerrillas 
were killed Sunday in a shoot¬ 
out at the Lebanese frontier that 
occurred after two of the comman¬ 
dos cut through the border fence, 
the Israeli army said in Tel Aviv. 

Two Israeli troops were lightly 
wounded in the confrontation, it 
said in a statement. 

The Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) 
claimed responsibility for the 
clash and said three of its fighters 
were killed. 


A DFLP communique issued in 
Beirut identified them as’ the 
squad’s commander, a lieutenant, 
and two corporals, including a 
Kuwaiti. 

“A squad of our heroic guerril¬ 
las attacked an Israeli enemy 
patrol on the (Lcbanese-Israeli) 
border with hand grenades and 
machine guns at 3 a.m. (120(1 
GMT)," said the DFLP com¬ 
munique. 

It said the confrontation ended 

three hours later. 

The communique said the op¬ 


eration was carried out in retalia¬ 
tion for two separate Israeli air 
raids May 31 on resistance bases 
in South and East Lebanon re¬ 
spectively. Two guerrillas were 
killed and 12 others were wound¬ 
ed* in the raids. 

It said the operation also was in 
support for the Palestinian upris¬ 
ing in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

It was the fourth infiltration 
attempt into Israel or its South 
. Lebanon "security rone" in eight 
davs and the first this vear in 


which guerrillas succeeded in 
crossing the border. 

The soldier was Israel's first 
fatality on the Israel-Lebanon 
border in seven months. 

The incident occurred at dawn 
when the guerrillas opened fire 
on an Israeli patrol moving along 
a border road nonh of a settle¬ 
ment. 

Israeli helicopters whirred 
overhead for several hours after 
the incident, apparently in search 
of possible accomplices, residents 
from the urea stud. 


650 dead in Soviet train wreck 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — At 
least 650 people were killed 
when a leaking gas pipeline ex¬ 
ploded near the Trans-Siberian 
railway wrecking two passenger 
trains, a correspondent for the 
local Communist Party news¬ 
paper said Sunday. 

Vitaly Cherepanov told Reu¬ 
ters by telephone from the Ural 
mountain dty of Chelyabinsk 
that a high-ranking local party 
official had informed him of the 
death toll- 

“At least half of the people 
(on the two trains), died," 
Cherepanov said, quoting Leon 
Rabchioook, deputy chai rman 
of the local party. “That means 


650, maybe more,” Cherepanov 
said. 

The death toll given by 
Cherepanov suggested the acci¬ 
dent was the worst Soviet rail 
disaster ever. In the previous 
worst reported disaster, 106 
people died in August 1987 
when two trains collided in a 
Russian coal town. 

Monday was declared a 
national day of mourning amiss 
the Soviet Union, TASS said, 
and President Mikhail Gor¬ 
bachev, Prime Minister Nikolai 
Ryzhkov and other officials flew 
to the scene 1,200 kilometres 
east of Moscow. 

Russian Federation Premier 


Alexander V. Vlasov, Defence 
Minister Dmitri T. Yazov and 
Health Yevgeny I. Chazov, 
accompanied Gorbachev, TASS 
said. 

“A mass campaign to collect 
blood has been launched in the 
towns of the region even though 
it is Sunday, and it is also being 
delivered to the Ural mountains 
by helicopters.” the news agne- 
cy reported. 

TASS reported the pipeline 
exploded when the trains passed 
and that gas leaked and caught 
fire, but did not make dear 
whether the wagons struck the 
conduct 

The accident happened on the 


Trans-Siberian railroad, one of 
the busies! sections in (he So vie! 
Union because it links the west¬ 
ern, European part of the coun¬ 
try to the Asian region in the 
cast. 

The passenger trains involved 
were travelling between Novosi¬ 
birsk, the largest town hi Siber¬ 
ia . with a population of 1.3 
million, and Adler, a popular 
health resort. 

The accident occurred as 
Gorbachev and the other lead¬ 
ers were taking a break from 
meetings in Moscow' of tire new 
Soviet parliament and iegisla- 
tnre, which have recessed until 
Monday. 
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Qadhafi to 
visit Cairo 


Rebels step up rocket attacks on Kabul | (middle east news ™ brief 


CAIRO (Agencies) — In a furth¬ 
er sign of improving relations 
between Egypt and Libya, a Li¬ 
byan envoy said Sunday that Col¬ 
onel Muammar Qadhafi was ex¬ 
pected to visit Cairo soon for 
talks with President Hosni 
Mubarak, the Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) reported. 

The agency quoted Qadhafi's 
cousin, Ahmad Gaddaf A1 Dam. 
who spoke shortly after seeing off 
Libyan officials accompanying 
representatives of Egypt's foreign 
and labour ministries on their 
way to Tripoli. 

Ai Dam, who is Libya's intelli¬ 
gence chief, arrived in Cairo ear¬ 
lier this week ro discuss bilateral 
relations between the two coun¬ 
tries. He has met with Mubarak. 
He did not give any details on 
when Qadhafi's visit woiuld be. 

The Egyptian delegations are 
going to discuss a dispute over 
S15 million that Cairo says Libya 
owes Egyptian workers. 

Officials said the delegation 
would also prepare the Egyptian 
embassy in Tripoli for reopening 
once relations between the feud¬ 
ing neighbours are restored, ex¬ 
pected soon after a break of more 
than a decade. 

Nabil AI Sellawy, head of the 
Foreign Ministry's Africa Depart¬ 
ment, told reporters he would 
discuss "all matters concerning 
relations" and to check the condi¬ 
tion of the abandoned buildings 
of the Egyptian embassy. 


Egypt does not have in Tripoli 
even a diplomatic interests sec¬ 
tion attached to third country's 
embassy to look after bilateral 
relations. 

A month ago. Libya was consi¬ 
dered Egypt's arch-rival. But on 
May 23, Mubarak and Qadhafi 
met in Casablanca, Morocco, and 
relations have been improving 
steadily in a series of small steps. 

The Egjpt-Libya border was 
opened, and Egyptian airspace 
was opened to Libyan aircraft last 
week. Sunday marks the start of 
daily flights between the two 
capitals. 

Ahmed AI Enawy. head of 
Egypt's labour union federation, 
said his job in Tripoli was to 
discuss the 5.2 million Libyan 
dinars (S15 million) that Cairo 
says the Libyan government owes 
Egyptians expelled with other 
Arab workers in 1985. Around 
200.000 Egyptians still live in 
Libya. 

Foreign Ministry officials indi¬ 
cated relations would not be 
restored officially until the money 
problem is resolved but said they 
were receiving positive signals 
from Tripoli. 

Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul 
Meguid told reporters before 
leaving Sunday on a tour of 
Europe that the Egyptian delega¬ 
tion’s departure for Tripoli "is an 
important, fruitful and useful step 
for both the Libyan and Egyptian 
people. ...the future is prom¬ 
ising." 


Bassiouny: Egypt-Israel 
relations hinge on peace 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s ambas¬ 
sador to Israel said Sunday that 
Cairo's relations with its Tel Aviv 
depend on progress toward Mid¬ 
dle East peace. 

Ambassador Mohammad Bas¬ 
siouny also said Egypt was await¬ 
ing details of Israeli Prime Minis¬ 
ter Yitzhak Shamir's plan for 
elections of the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip before 
deciding on its feasibility. 

The ambassador spoke to re¬ 
porters at the Foreign Ministry 
after a meeting with the minister, 
Esmat Abdul Meguid. 

“Relations depend on estab¬ 
lishing the peace process," Bas¬ 
siouny said. "The more the peace 


KABUL (AP) - Rockets fired 
into Kabul by guerrillas Saturday 
killed five people and wounded 
six, shattering week-long lull in 
the third consecutive day of rock¬ 
et attacks on the capital, the 
government said. 

Meanwhile, the government of 
President Najibuliah urged Pakis¬ 
tani Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto, as she prepared to leave 
for an official visit to Washing¬ 
ton, to persuade the United 
States ro cut off arms supplies to 
the rebels and help negotiate a 
settlement to the 11-year-old war 
in Afghanistan. 

Since Thursday, at least 23 
rockets, including 12 Saturday, 
have hit different parts of the 
capital, according to Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Mohammad 
Nabi Amani. 

Four rockets killed two people 
and wounded three Friday, while 
10 people, including a family of 
seven, were killed and 10 wound¬ 
ed Thursday, Amani said. 

Elsewhere, fighting between 
the U.S.-backed Mujahedeen 
and the forces of the Soviet- 
backed government in the eastern 
city of Jalalabad, and the south¬ 
ern city of Kandahar claimed the 


lives of least 100 people and 
wounded 36, Amani said. 

The government's reports 
could not*be.independently veri¬ 
fied. 

The barrage of rockets shat¬ 
tered a period of relative calm in 
the past week in Kabul. It was the 
most extensive rocket attack 
since April 27, the 11th 
anniversary of the revolution that 
installed a Marxist government. 
According to government figures, 
the guerrillas fired at least 65 
rockets into Jae city of 2 25 mil¬ 
lion, killing at least 27 people. 

Summer is considered the 
prime fighting seasons, and the 
rebels from the bases in Pakistan 
have said in recent weeks that an 
attack on Kabul was imminent. 

Amani, however, again scoffed 
at their claims, saying the frac¬ 
tious resistance could fire 
weapons but was unable to mount 
an attack. 

“Sometime ago they said they 
will carry out an extensive attack 
on Kabul, but they have been 
unable to carry this out. A rocket 
fired from 40 kilometres away 
cannot be considered an attack," 
he said. 

The rockets, fired by remote 


control from the mountains that 
ring rbe city are usually “the Sa- 
kar 20” with a 50-kilometre range 
and those manufactured by Egypt 
and China, which have a range of 
25 to 35 kilometres. They mostly 
land in residential areas rather 
than hitting military or govern¬ 
ment installations. 

Elsewhere, Amani said, four 
civilians were killed and six 
wounded in Jalalabad, 125 
kilometres east of Kabul. The city 
has been under rebel siege since 
March 7. 

The Afghan armed forces kil¬ 
led 72 guerrillas and wounded 21 
in an operation to dear the insur¬ 
gents from the city and the areas 
near the airport, Amani said. 

Five rockets slammed into the 
southern garrison town of Khost, 
Amani said, but there were no 
casualties. 

In the southern city of Kanda¬ 
har, one civilian was killed and 
two were wounded by rockets, he 
said. Government troops retali¬ 
ated, attacking rebel positions 
about 35 kilometres from the dtv. 
killing 23 guerrillas and wounding 
seven, he said. 

Amani urged the administra¬ 
tion of U.S. President George 


Bush to reconsider its policy to¬ 
wards Af ghani stan and cut off the 
flow of weapons to the rebels. 

He said the government hoped 
a policy change would be made 
during Bhutto's visit to the Un¬ 
ited States starting Monday. 

Bhutto has called for a political 
settlement to the Afghan war but 
has said peace talks should not 
include Najibuliah or members of 
the r ulin g People's Democratic 
Party of Afghanistan. 

Najibuliah in recent weeks has 
stepped up his call for peace talks 
and offered to negotiate with the 
opposition and its Western back¬ 
ers at any time, any place and 
under any terms. 

“Why does the United States 
not help restore peace instead of 
supplying more arms to the 
enemy?” Amani said. “Is a coun¬ 
try that calls itself an advocate of 
human rights to act like this? We 
consider this irresponsible and 
unreal 1st.” 

The United States has said it 
would continue to supply 
weapons to the Mujahedeen as 
long as the Soviet Union con¬ 
tinues to help Naji bull ah’s gov¬ 
ernment militarily. 


Numeiri still trying to return to power 


process progresses, the more 
progress there is in relations. 

“The Egyptian people cannot 
live in isolation from what is 
going on in the region.” 

Bassiouny said he and Abdul 
Meguid discussed the situation in 
the Middle East and Israel’s ac¬ 
tions in the occupied territories. 
Egypt has criticised Israel repe¬ 
atedly for Israeli violations of the 
human rights of Palestinians in 
the occupied territories. 

Last month, Egypt was wel¬ 
comed officially back into the 
Arab League .after being ostra¬ 
cized for a decade for signing a 
separate peace treatv with Israel 
in 1979. 


By Dalia Baligh 

The Associated Press 

CAIRO — Four years after he 
was ousted in a palace coup, 
Sudan’s former President 
Jafaar Numeiri has visibly aged, 
has put on weight and spends 
his time plotting a return to 
power. 

Numeiri lives with his wife in 
a guarded villa in the suburb of 
Heliopolis, courtesy of the 
Egyptian government. 

The former ruler of Africa’s 
largest country took power 20 
years ago last month as a pro- 
Moscow colonel and lost it 16 
years later as a field marshal. 
On April 6, 1985, as Numeiri 
returned from an aid-seeking 
visit to Washington, Defence 
Minister Abdul Rahman 
Swareddahab sided with dissi¬ 
dents and overthrew liim. 

Only in recent weeks has 
Numeiri broken the isolation 
that Egypt imposed.in granting 
him political asylum. 

In an interview Friday night, 
Numeiri wore a white suit in¬ 
stead of the military uniform or 
traditional Sudanese flowing 
white robes he favoured as 
president. 

Numeiri, 59, said he social¬ 


ises mostlv with Sudanese who 
are Egyptian residents or visitors 
to Cairo and has little contact 
with his Egyptian benefactors. 
His hair has turned almost 
totally white behind his reced¬ 
ing hairline. A trim waistline 
expanded into a pot belly. 

Numeiri claimed overwhelm¬ 
ing support in Sudan and urged 
the. Sudanese to overthrow 
Prime Minister Sadeq Ai Mahdi 
and his “government of 
thieves" elected in 1986 in bal¬ 
loting overseen by Swaredda- 
hab's transitional military gov¬ 
ernment. 

“I have been treated very 
well by the Egyptian govern¬ 
ment and other Egyptians, so 
my family and I have not felt 
any difference,” Numeiri said. 
“But I have felt hurt by the 
news 1 get from Sudan and 
about the suffering- of the 
Sudanese people.” 

“Those who were deceived 
now call for the (return of the) 
regime of Jafaar Numeiri,” he 
said. “I have received numer¬ 
ous letters and people, all asking 
me to save Sudan after it has 
fallen in a deep abyss as they 
put it.” 

Sudan was near bankruptcy 
when he was overthrown, and 


the economy remains in tatters. 
Experts blame a succession of 
weak coalitions’ rcuLence to 
undertake reforms and to work 
decisively to end a civil war in 
the south, which began in 1983 
and was exacerbated by strict 
Islamic laws Numeiri legislated 
a few months later. 

Sudanese appear disillu¬ 
sioned by Mahdi’s lack of prog¬ 
ress, and some have been heard 
to speak wistfully of the 
Numeiri era. but there is no 
visible support for the former 
president on the streets of 
Khartoum. 

Numeiri insisted in the inter- 
■view that Sudan under him was 
among the world's most demo¬ 
cratic and prosperous coun¬ 
tries. But in 1985, thousands of 
Sudanese, whose demonstra¬ 
tions against high prices, Isla¬ 
mic law and Numeiri's iron- 
fisted domestic security policies 
led to the coup; danced in the 
streets at the news of his over¬ 
throw. 

The civilian government has 
convicted several members of 
bis government on corruption 
charges and has a standing re¬ 
quest that Egypt return the 
field marshal for trial. President 
Hosni Mubarak has refused. 



Jafaar Numeiri 

invoking a long Egyptian tradi¬ 
tion of providing political 
asylum. 

Nevertheless, his presence in 
Cairo has caused, a strain in 
Egypt’s relations with its south¬ 
ern neighbour, with which If 
has been intertwined politically 
for thousands of years. 

Numeiri's hosts forbid him to 
undertake political activity, but 
he has broken the ban twice. In 
1985, he sent recorded mes¬ 
sages to Sudan urging the peo¬ 
ple to revolt and restore his 
power. 


Basra reconstruction officials fired . 

BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraqi President Saddam Hussein Saturday 
fired two. undersecretaries and four senior officials of the.ministry 
of local government, the state-run television reported. The 
television said the president issued a decree sending the six officials 
into early retirement. It gave no explanation for die measure, 
which came one day after Hussein fired Munster of Local 
Government Adnan Daoud Salman. But the minister and his tojr 
aides are believed to have been dismissed fonfeiling-ta complete s 
plan to reconstruct the war-ravaged southern port of Basra oa 
schedule by May 16. Basra, with a pre-war population of two 
million, sustained heavy damage during the 8-year Golf'war. 
Iranian shelling of the city was particularly heavy during the final 
months before a United Natrons-sponsored ceasefire took effect 
last Aug. 20. After the ceasefire the government decided to spend 
$5 trillion rebuilding Basra. A three-month reconstruction drive 
launched in February called for clearing- the Shaft AI /Uabj 
waterway of war debris, repairing water and electncity installations] 
and rebuilding destroyed or damaged public buildings. Projects 
scheduled for completion by mid-May were extended ontil mid- 
June to cover other city districts and indude new schemes.- The 
television said Hussein appointed Basra Governor Anwar Saeed Al! 
Hadithi, whose management of the reconstruction plan was praised] 
by the media, as the new undersecretary for local government.] 

Bomb found at U.S. centreJn Cairo : 

CAIRO (R) — A package believed to be a bomb was fount 
Saturday in the grounds of the American Cultural Centre in Cadro^ 
A U.S. embassy spokeswoman said a ‘‘probable explosive device’’' 
was discovered hidden under a shrub at about 12:45 p.m. and 
removed. She gave no further details. The centre, opposite tha 
British embassy in Garden City, a residential area of Cairo, 
closed Saturdays. Egyptian police at the centre refused to give anj 
further details. 

GCC ministers postpone meeting 

ABU DHABI (R) —Foreign ministers of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) will meet in Riyadh Tuesday to discuss - th 
Iran-Iraq peace talks and Palestinian and Lebanese issues, th 
official news agency WAM reported. It said the ministers post 
poned their meeting from Sunday because heads of state trot 
Saudi Arabia. Algeria and Morocco were due to meet that day i 
Rabat to discuss Lebanon. 

SUNA gets hoax bomb threat 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Officials evacuated the seven-ston 
building of the official Sudan News Agency (SUNA) for ttm> 
hours Saturday after receiving a bomb threat, but police said th 
found no bomb. An anonymous telephone callertold an ageri 
employee at about noon (0900 GMT) that a bomb hidden in i 
downtown building would explode in 30 minutes. The building is 
evacuated, and a three-hour search by police experts fou{ 
nothing suspicious. Business resumed as normal, around 3 pJ 
(1200 GMT). Police reported they had no suspects in the hoi 

Tsur calls for Sahron’s ouster .1 

J 

TEL'AVTV (R) — An Israeli cabinet minister called for theoiisi 
of hawkish Trade Minister Ariel Sharon Sunday after Sba* 
publicly criticised a government plan for Palestinian elections in) 
occupied territories. “I demanded that the ministers draw cone 
^idtis and not sit together in the cabinet with one whaacts agai 
it,” Health Minister Yaacov Tsur told reporters. But he failed 
win Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s support. 

Abu Nidal member killed in Lebanon! 

SIDON (AP) — A member of Abu Nidal’s radical Palestxc 
group was assassinated Sunday at the entrance to Sidon’s Ain 
Hilweb refugee camp, police said. They said Fatbi Ahmad was s 
and killed by three gunmen in a speeding car at 3:15 p.m. 1 


Khomeini death draws predictions of turmoil as well as peace 


By Alex Efty 

The Associated Press 

NICOSIA, Cyprus — Iranian 
opposition groups warned from 
exile Sunday that Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini's death 
would push Iran into political 
turmoil, while Iraqis rejoiced that 
the fundamentalist leader they 
had fought for eight years is dead. 

“To hell with him,” screeched 
Um Khalil, a 63-year-old Bagh¬ 
dad widow who lost a son in the 
Gulf war. 

The Mujahedeen-e-Khalq, 
Iran’s main opposition group, 
said Khomeini’s death marked 
the end “of the most notorious 
dictator of recent times.” 

Massoud Rajavi, leader of the 
Iraq-based Mujahedeen-e-Khalq, 
called on his countrymen “to 
confront the illegitimate remn¬ 
ants of the Khomeini regime by 
all means and prepared for the 
final eradicating blow to the cri¬ 
minal executioners.” 

In a message to the Iranian 
people, Rajavi predicted that the 


religious regime imposed by 
Khomeini will not last without 
him. 

Iraqis who battled Iran in a 
gruelling war until a ceasefire last 
August hailed the news of 
Khomeini's death with shouts of 
joy. 

“He is facing the moment of 
truth and answering to his god for 
the crimes he has committed 
against Iraqis, Iranians and the 
whole humanity," said another old 
woman who lost a son in the war. 

The Iraqi government withheld 
comment. But many Iraqis be¬ 
lieved Khomeini's death could 
herad a formal end to the conflict 
with Iran. 

Fighting halted with an Aug. 20 
ceasefire, but peace talks have 
deadlocked despite 10 months of 
negotiations, partly because poli¬ 
tical in-fighting in Tehran be¬ 
tween radicals and so-called prag¬ 
matists has stymied the - decision¬ 
making process. 

Bo Meftah, a spokesman for 
the London-based opposition Ira¬ 
nian Monarchist League said the 


effect of Khomeini's death “is 
going to be total confusion." 

He predicted the Islamic reg¬ 
ime would disintegrate and “if 
they are not very well organised it 
will be very rapid.” 

Former Iranian president Abol 
Hassan Bani Sadr said from his, 
exile in France that Khomeini's 
death opened three possibilities 
— a war of succession: power 
passing into the hands of a troika 
of Parliament Speaker Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, President Ali 
Khamenei and Khomeini's son, 
Ahmad; or a turn to democracy. 

“Given the weakness of the 
regime, I think the turn to demo¬ 
cracy is the most probable,” he 
added. 

Bani-Sadr was the first presi¬ 
dent after Khomeini's revolution- 
toppled the monarchy in 1979. 
He was dismissed by Khomeini in 
1981 because of his liberal views, 
and fled by plane to Paris. . 

In. his statement Sunday, be 
urged the Iranian army “to keep 
out of the internal power strug¬ 
gle, to direct their attention to 


Iran's borders, not to oppose the 
Iranian people in its will to rees¬ 
tablish liberty.” 

Shah pour Bakhtiar, the last 
Iranian prime minister under the 
late Shah Mohammad Reza 
Pahlavi, said from Paris that 
Khomeini's death turns “a black 
page in our history.” 

Asked about prospects after 
Khomeini, he said: “I have no 
illusions. From one day to the 
next it will not be paradise.” 

Reza Pahlavi, the son of the 
former Shah of Iran, also pre¬ 
dicted trouble. 

The Shah’s heir, who lives in 
the United States, told the Cable 
News Network: “We're certain 
not to see a smooth transition at 
all ...it’s very likely that the situa¬ 
tion which we see today in Iran 
will deteriorate further.” 

Ayatollah Mehdi Roubani, 
Paris-based spiritual leader of 
Europe's Shi'ite community, 
appealed to the Iranian people to 
avoid quarrels. 

“When a dictator dies after 10 
years in power, there will neces¬ 


sarily be wrangling. But it is to 
everyone’s interest to preserve 
unity,” he said. 

Britain's Foreign Office said it 
had no public comment. 

Iran severed relations with Bri¬ 
tain after Khomeini's Feb. 14 
Fatwa calling on Muslims to kill 
British author Salman Rushdie 
for blaspheming Islam in his book 
“The Satanic Verses.” Rushdie 
has been in hiding since then. 

KaJim Siddiqi, director of the 
Muslim Institute in London, said 
the death sentence will stand de¬ 
spite Khomeini's death. 

“There’s no question of the 
death being lifted just because 
the judge who passed the sent¬ 
ence has died,” he said. “There's 
no hope for Rushdie.” 

However, Amanda Hopkinson 
of the International Committee 
for the Defence of Salman Rush¬ 
die and His Publishers, said: 
“there’s always scope for fresh 
hope. One hopes that a more 
moderate attitude will prevail." 

It was not clear what, if any, 
effect Khomeini's death will have 


on the plight of 15 Western hos¬ 
tages held in Iran, most by pro- 
Iranian extremists. 

But Paul Cooper, brother of 
British businessman Roger Coop¬ 
er who has been held in Tehran 
on spying charges since Decem¬ 
ber 1985, said in London: "I 
don’t think there’s anything to be 
optimistic about at all... until the 
political situation clarifies, until 
and if the Iranians deride they want 
to resume normal relations with 
most of the Western powers.” 

A U.S. official in New York 
familiar with policy in Iran said 
he did not anticipate “any drastic 
change in policy in Tehran” or 
that the republic would fall. 

“But just what course the’re 
going to take, we'd be just gues¬ 
sing right now,” he said, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. 

There was little immediate offi¬ 
cial reaction from Iran's Arab 
neighbours. 

But the emir of Qatar. Sheik 
Khalifa Ibn Hamad AJ Thani, 
sent a message of condolence to 
Tehran. 


Syria, declared a week of 
mourning for Khomeini. 

President Hafez AI Assad, in a 
message of condolence to Presi¬ 
dent Khamenei, bemoaned, the 
loss of a "leading faqih (jurispru¬ 
dent) and one of the most prom¬ 
inent ulemas (theologians) in 
Islam.” 

The official Syrian Arab News 
Agency published a lengthy 
obituary and said that “whatever 
contradictory opinions there are 
about him, it has to be admitted 
that since his return to Tehran 
from exile in 1979, Ayatollah 
Khomeini has written the modem 
history of Iran.” 

Syrians took to the streets 
around the Iranian embassy in 
Damascus, beating their hearts 
with the right hands, a Shi’ite 
expression of deep sorrow. 

In divided Lebanon, the civi¬ 
lian cabinet proclaimed three 
days of state mourning. There 
was no immediate reaction from 
the rival military cabinet. 

Shi'ites, wailing with grief, con¬ 
gregated around mosques as the 


pro-Iranian HizboIJah, (j 
God), said it will organise 
of mourning. 

Lebanon, which has c 
' lion Shi’ites, is the only 
outsicte Iran where Kht 
Islamic revolution has 
root.. 

The Israeli foreign l 
said in a brief statement: 
can only, hope that the 
leadership of Iran will j 
more positive position,'! 
thq issues of human rights 
attitude to the Western wc 
Israel,” it said. 

Uri Lubrani, a former 
sador to Iran and cum 
government adviser on Lc 
affairs, said Khomeini “s 
ised the Shi’ite extreraisni 
brought fanatical Islam.; 
borders. But this doesn’t i 
wiU aM disappear tomorri 

He was -referring to Shil 
tanty in Lebanon who re 
.attack Israel’s self-desi 
.security zone” in an oc 
buffer strip on Israel’s at 
;border. - - 
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to benefit 26,388 
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AMMAN (JF.T.) — An agree¬ 
ment reached between the Hoos- 
ing Bank and the Central Bank of 
Jordan .(CBJ) oh reducing the. 
" rate of interest on loans for bous¬ 
ing projects >iti benefit 26388 
citizens most of whom Jive in 
areas outside Amman, according" 
to HousmgBank Director Gener- 
. al Znhair Khonri. 

- The..total amount, of loans in¬ 
volved is around JD 87 million. 

’ extended mostly to low' or 11- 
mited-income groups, Khonri 
said .in_a statement <anied by the 
Jordan News' Agency^ Petra. 

Khouri.l noted-that the reduc¬ 

tion of the. interest .rates will not 
only benefil the limited-income 

groups bar will also reactivate the 
rocesfr - of home -building in 


process 
Jordan.- 


Low-income citizens who 
obtained housing loans from the 

Housing Bank through the Hous¬ 

ing Corporation as p3rt of Urban 
Development Department. 
(UDD) programmes will now pay 
interest at the rate of eight, down 
from 8.5 per cent, on their loans. 

and this will include the insurance 

premium required from them in 

accordance with the CDD prog¬ 
ramme, Khouri said. 

He said rates on bousing loans 

for high-income groups were re¬ 

duced from 10 per cent to nine 
per cent and the fees required on 

these loans from two to 1.5 per 

cent. Khouri said that this group 

can obtain housing loans from the 

Housing Bank up to JD 20.000. 

He said that the Housing Bank 


would continue to provide suffi¬ 

cient loans to the Housing Cor¬ 
poration, which -in turn can re- 
fend to limited income groups. 
According to Khouri. the Hous¬ 

ing Bank had granted the cor¬ 
poration JD 15 million at an 
interest rate of 4.5 per cent. 

In the past 15 years of its 
existence, the Housing Bank 
granted loans totalling JD 870 

million and contributed to the 

construction of 79,144 homes and 

other buildings with an overall 

area of 10 million square metres, 
Khouri added. 

Last month CBJ Governor 
Mohammad Saeed Nabulsi said 
that interest and commission 
charged by the Housing Bank 
on all housing loans will be re- 
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duced by half a percentage pom) 
to one and a half per cent. Nabul- 

si said this step was taken in line 

with government policy to acti¬ 

vate investments in various sec¬ 
tors, and to reduce the burden on 
citizens. 


Jordan, Iraq move to link power grids 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA) 
announced Sunday that prepara¬ 
tions are underway for linking the 
national grids of Iraq and Jordan, 
following the formal opening last 
week.of a gas-run power station 
at Risheh near the border. 

JEA Director Mohammad 
Saeed Arafefa said in a statement 
carried by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that the gas-po¬ 
wered station, opened on Inde¬ 
pendence Day by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
operates with a 60 megawatt 


capacity contributing around 15 
per cent to the total amount of 
electric power generated for the 
national grid. 

Arafeh announced Saturday 
Jordan and Egypt had readied 
initial agreement with the Arab 
Fund for Economic and Social 
•Development on financing a- 
Joidanian-Egyptian national 
power grid-linkage project. 

The Egyptian-Jordanian pro¬ 
ject is expected to begin in 1990 
and to be completed by 1993. and 
will involve overhead and sub¬ 


marine cables in the Gulf of 
Aqaba. 

In his statement, Sunday 
Arafeh noted that the Jordanian 
and Syrian grids were already 
linked and Jordan was supplying 
parts of southern Syria with elec¬ 
tric power. With the Jordanian- 
Iraqi linkage, the grids of Iraq. 
Jordan, Egypt and Syria and 
Lebanon will be included into 
one regional network which is 
capable of dealing with anv shor¬ 
tages in power supplies. Arafeh 
said. 


Arafeh announced that the Ira¬ 
qi and Syrian networks will be 
linked to that of Turkey’s which is 
connected with those in Europe 
and the Soviet Union. Last 
March Jordan. Egypt, Syria, Tur¬ 
key and Iraq reached agreement 
on power grid interconnection in 
the region and they pledged to 
promote cooperation among 
themselves in energy-related 
fields. The five countries also 
chose Amman to serve as head¬ 
quarters of a technical committee 
to plan projects on power inter¬ 
connection. 


RJ offers ‘competitive’ 
rates for transports 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The national 
.c arrie r Royal Jordanian (RJ), has 
announced competitive rates for 
transporting industrial and agri¬ 
cultural products for export 
aboard its aircraft to various des¬ 
tinations. 

Munib Touqan, RJ’s assistant 
chief executivee officer for public 
relations, said Sunday that the 
move was in keeping with the 
airline's policies of supporting 
Jordanian efforts to promote pro¬ 
duction and marketing of nation¬ 
al products and* to open new 
markets for the Kingdom^ 
goods. . : 

: RJ already transports Jordan’s 
crops at competitive prices, and 
will also employ its maximum 
skill and expertise in expanding 


Jordan's markets around the 
world with special attention to 
Europe and the Gulf region, Tou¬ 
qan added. 

Colombo flights 

Earlier, in a press release. RJ 
said that effective July 12.1989, it 
would begin bi-weekly non-stop 
flights between Amman and Col¬ 
ombo, Sri Lanka. Airbus A 310- 
300 with a three-class configura¬ 
tion will be used for the flights. 

Adding Colombo to RJ’s net¬ 
work is a further step in the 
continuing expansion of-the’ air¬ 
line, which celebrated its silvec 
jubilee last December, the press 
release said. With the new addi¬ 
tion. RJ will be serving seven 
cities in the Far East. 


Jordan today observes 
World Environment Day 


Workshop opens today 
on mother-child care 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A one-day 
specialised workshop on 
strategies of mother and child 
health- services in Jordan during 
the 1990s will be held at the 
Jordan Inter-Continental Hotel 
in 'Amman Monday under the 
patronage of Her Royal Highness 
Princess Basma. 

The ^workshop is organised by 
the United Nations Children's 
Fund (UNICEF), Middle East 
and North Africa regional office 
in coordination with the Health 
Ministry in Jordan. The work¬ 
shop aims at drawing up policies 
■ and setting up priorities for these 
services ^during the period 1991- 
1995. 

Such policies and priorities are 


aimed at reducing the infant mor¬ 
tality rates, sustaining the ex¬ 
panded immunisation program¬ 
me level, expanding the use of 
oral rehydration therapy and con¬ 
trolling acute respiratory infec¬ 
tions in realisation of the global 
goal of achieving “health for ail 
by the year 2000,’’ and in line 
with the country's health policy. 

These strategies include:: sup¬ 
port for primary health care, in¬ 
tegration of health education in 

school curricula, enhancing the 
role of mass media in promoting 
health and development aware¬ 
ness and upgrading the levels of 

health and social services for 
Jordanian women. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 

77^- following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Reeaders are advised to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* An archaeological exhibition entitled “The Treasures ofHasma 
Deesert” at the Department of Antiquities Registration Centre. 

> An art exhibition by three North African artists at Abdul 
- Hnmfcri Shoman Foundation. 

4 An art exhibition by Ahmad Aba Otfaman at the Housing Bank 
Gallery. 

* An exhibition by French artist “Olivier MutiHod” at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

An art exhibition by Jordanian and Arab artists at Al Waati 
- Art GaHery. 

4 An art exhibition by Nihad Qutaisbat at Al Quds (Jerusalem) 
Hotel. 

4 An exhibition entitled “Jadworkshop” displaying cartoons by 
Lebanese artist George Khonri (Jad) at the Goethe Institute. 

4-The Royal Jordanian Geo&nphic Centre exhibition which 
includes maps, aerial photographs, digital maps and remote 
sensing at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

4 An art exhibition entitled “Tents and Stones” by Samia Ai 
Zaron at Alia Art Gallery — 6:00 p.m. 

4 An art exhibition entitled “Sttudy in Line and Colonr” by Dodi 
Tabaa at the Petra Bank Art Gallery. 

LECTURE 

4 A lecture, in French, on “Cities in North Yemen” by Andre 
Bosrgey at the French Cultural Centre — 6.-00 p.m. 

FILM 

4 A Frisch film entitled “Le Grand Chemin” at the French 

; Cultural Centre — &00 p.m. ... 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
Monday observes World En¬ 
vironment Day, which marks the 
establishment of the United Na¬ 
tions Environment Programme 
(UNEP). On the occasion. Minis¬ 
ter of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Yousef Hamdan AI Jabr outlined 
the importance of protecting the 
environment from pollution and 
reviewed Jordan's efforts to pro¬ 
vide a clean environment, free 
from all pollutants and to put an 
end to desertification. Jabr stres¬ 
sed that the international comuni- 
ty was facing a chellenge to create 
new forms for absolute coopera¬ 
tion to ensure a certain degree of 
success at the local, regional and 
international levels. 

He reiterated Jordan’s interest 


to enjoy a pollution-free environ¬ 
ment. 

“It is for these reasons that His 
Majesty King Hussein has signed 
the Prague Declaration on the 
Protection of Environment," 
Jabr said. 

On regional and international 
cooperation, Jabr said the gov¬ 
ernment was currently carrying 
out the Hanmiad Basin •develop¬ 
ment project. Moreover, the gov¬ 
ernment has ratified the Vienna 
Convention on Protection of the 
prone. Layer and the Montreal 
Protoool and the Basle Conven¬ 
tion of transportation of danger¬ 
ous waste. It has also signed an 
agreement of understanding with 
the UNEP to set up a national 
society for UNEP in Jordan. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


PRINCE VISITS PRIME MINISTRY: His Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad, the personal representative of His Majesty King 
Hussein. Sunday called on the Prime Ministry where he met with 
Prime Minister Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker. Prince Mohammad also 
visited the Armed Forces Headquarters and met with Chief of Staff 
General Fathi Abu Taleb (Petra). 

CAR RENTAL OFFICES: Ministry of Transport and Telecom¬ 
munications has finalised a draft regulation for car rental offices and 
will submit it to the Interior Ministry for approval in its final form. 
Under the new regulation, the offices can rent tourist cars to 
foreigners holding valid international, foreign or Jordanian driving 
liceces and to Jordanians bolding valid Jordanian or international 
driving licences. The offices can also rent tourist cars to Jordanians 
holding valid Jordanian driving licences, provided they obtain special 
permits, issued free of cost by the traffic department. The regulations 
limits licensing of car rental offices to tourist hotels, of three stars and 
above, airports, ports and tourist sites and other areas defined by the 
Ministry of Tourism. 

(Petra). 

GEOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION: Armed Forces Chief of Staff 
Genera] Fathi Abu Taleb Sunday inaugurated a four-day exhibition 
of maps, aerial photographs, digital maps and remote sensing. 
Organised by the Royal Jordanian Geographic Centre, the exhibition 
is held to mark Jordan’s Independence Day and the Army and Great 
Arab Revolution Day (Petra). 

ARABIC COURSE: A total of 36 students from various American 
universities will be taking Arabic lessons at Yannouk .University this 
summer. Yarmouk University has organised this two-month Arabic 
language course for non-native speakers of Arabic within the 
framework of cultural cooperation agreements between Yannouk 
University and American universities (J.T.). 

HOLIDAY DECLARED: June 10 will be observed as a public 
holiday in Jordan on the occasion of the anniversary of the Great 
Arab Revolt and Army Day, according to an official announcement 
here Saturday. The announcement said that all government depart¬ 
ments and public institutions will remain dosed on that day (Petra). 

PRODUCE EXPORTS: All types of vegetables and fruits pro¬ 
duced in Jordan can be exported during June 1989, according to a 
decision by the Agricultural Marketing Organisation (AMO). An 
AMO statement said that importers can bring into the country only 
dates, sage and cherry. In another statement the AMO cautioned 
fanners and vegetable growers not to harvest water melons before 
they are fully ripe. It said that melons take between 90 to 120 days to 
ripe and any harvest before this time would be useless and adversely 
affects local market and exports (Petra). 

SCHOOL BUILDINGS: Education department in Ramtha district 
has started work on die construction of new school buildings at a cost 
of JD 1300,000. The new buildings include 86 classrooms, in 
addition to multi-purpose halls, playgrounds and paved courts. These 
schools can accommodate 3,850 students (Petra). 

DOCUMENTATION CENTRE: Ministry of Culture and Informa¬ 
tion intends to set up a special centre for information research and 
documentation and will establish a special system for appropriate 
information documentation, based on the available sources and 
writings (Petra). £ 

WEATHER TALKS: Meteorological Department Director General 
Dr. Ali Abanda will represent Jordan at a two-week meeting of the 
World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) Executive Council due 
to begin in Geneva Monday. The council will discuss the WMO 
budget for 1990 and 1991 as well its technical plans (Petra)! 


JD 4 million customs revenue 


expected from free zone goods 


By Najwa Najjar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Saturday’s government decision to 
conditionally allow the entry of certain goods and 
products into the local market from the free zones 
can result in additional revenues to the tune of JD 4 
million for the national treasury, according to the 
director-general of the Free Zones Corporation 
(FZC), Yassin Kayed. 


The government decision 
allowing the release of goods held 
in storage at the various free 
zones in the Kingdom upon pay¬ 
ment of foe due customs charges 
covers only those items already in 
inventory on Nov. 6, 1989, when 
the government of then Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai imposed a 
ban on imports of such items, 
Kayed said. The total value of 
such permissiWei goods is around 


JD 5.5 million, he told the Jordan 
Times. 

The goods and products co¬ 
vered under the Nov. 6 ban in¬ 
clude cars, televisions, refrigera¬ 
tors. freezers, ai conditioners, 
chandelliers. marble, artificial 
flowers and wall-paper. The ban 
was aimed at saving foreign cur¬ 
rency through curbing imports.! 

If the goods are released from the 
free zones and sold in the local 


market, “foe Ministry of Finance 
can expect a revenue of JD 4 
million in way of customs duties.” 
Kayed said. 

Close to 200 traders, industrial¬ 
ists and investors use the free 
rones in Aqaba and Zarqa to 
store goods pending entry to Jor¬ 
dan or the neighbouring Arab 
countries. 

The free zones offer two main 
benefits; investors can rent land 
within the free rones for industry 
or storage for an unlimited period 
of time and customs charges will 
be levied only on goods entering 
foe local market from the free 
zones. 

According to Kayed. foe high¬ 
er rates of customs charges that 
were announced Nov. 6 along 
with the ban will be applied on 
the goods covered under Satur¬ 
day’s decision. “The taxes on 


some of these goods have in¬ 
creased, some by more than 50 
per cent, over foe past year,” 
Kayed noted. 

The latest decision, Kayed 
said, came in response to de¬ 
mands raised by investors, who 
had already paid for their goods. 
“Shortly after foe decision was 
taken in November last year, we 
asked the government to exempt 
foe goods already store d in foe 
free rones," Kayed said. 

In remarks carried by the Jor¬ 
dan News Agency, Petra, Kayed 
also predicted tbat the latest 

move would also lead to a de¬ 
crease in prices in foe local mar¬ 
ket and encourage investors to 
deal with foe free zones. The net 
result of the process wOl be in¬ 
creased economic activity in the 
Kingdom, he said. 


sets up 
4 pollution 
stations 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) bas in¬ 
stalled four stations at Aqaba to 
monitor air pollution levels in the 
area. 

A statement issued bv RSS said 
the four stations would be working 
around the clock for 12 months. 

The project is implemented by 
foe RSS in cooperation with foe 
Jordan Phosphate Mines Com¬ 
pany (JPMC). The RSS state¬ 
ment said that data on pollution 
during a twelve-month period 
would help the RSS and JPMC to 
take steps towards eleminating 
the danger of pollution. 

The monitoring stations, 
placed at four different sites will 
determine effects of the dust on 
industrial, residential, port and 
tourist areas, the statement 
added. 
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CULTURAL EVENTS — The University 

of Jordan announced Sunday the start oT various 
cultural and recreational activities. The week-long 
programme opens at the university campus Mon¬ 
day with a ceremony under the patronage of 
university President Abdul Saiam Al Majaii. It 
includes art exhibitions, a charity bazaar, an 
exhibition of products made by hanicapped stu¬ 
dents, and an exhibition by the Faculty of Nursing 
of medical equipment, pamphlets and booklets. 


University's Vice-President Bassam Abu Gha- 
zaleh Sunday opened a voluntary work camp 
organised by the Faculty of Engineering. The 
five-day camp, held at the Amman National Park, 
will require student involvement in voluntary 
work in Amman and Madaba, cultural lectures 
and sports events as well as visits to the Queen 
Alia International Airport, and the radio amt 
television stations, the Zarqa Ma’in Spa and a 
number of industrial plants in the Madaba region. 



My ticket was Business Class. 


It's interesting how first impressions 
count. As soon as I checked in with Royal Jordanian, 
I knew! wos going to hove o great flight - in Business. 

An exclusive lounge, a warm welcome 
aboard the flight and excellent service with a wide 
choice of food and drinks BUSINESS 


ROYALJORDANIAN 

Setting new standards. 
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The Khomeini 
legacy 

FOR SOMF. hours yesterday it looked as if Iran was 
plunged into turmoil and uncertainty after the death of its 
revolutionary patriarch Ayatollah Ruhotlah Khomeini, who 
catapulted into power on a staunch anti-Western. Islamic 
extremist platform of the Shi'ite brand 10 years ago but left 
behind no designated successor. The anxiety was shortlived. 
In less than 24 hours after the death of the man who 
launched their country into regional and international 
limelight through religious fervour and a baffling protracted 
war. the Iranians had a new spiritual leader and the world 
had a new authority in Iran in the person of All Khamenei, 
who confounded all predictions and expectations to assume 
the highest rank in Iran. 

It may be premature yet to assess the shape of things to 
come in Tehran, particularly that supreme power has a 
nasty habit of getting into one's head and prompt unpre¬ 
cedented actions. But. if past experiences with Khamenei as 
Iranian president in the power struggle that preceded 
Khomeini's death are any indication, the world can expect a 
continuity of the policies that the departed leader advocated 
and implemented. 

At the same time, the firsthand encounters that he had 
with international diplomacy as president of a pariah state 
which openly supported violence as a means to achieve goals 
should be a lot of help to Khamenei if he were to embark on 
a new. moderate course based on respect of international 
norms and codes of conduct — something that his predeces¬ 
sor apparently had no stomach for. But then, let us not 
forget, many in the world always saw Khomeini as an ageing 
leader who had no earthly ambitions but to assume the rede 
of the “supreme guardian of Islam." 

Having wishfully seen Khamenei's presidential experience 
as a plus factor, the biggest question remains: how far will 
the rest of the Iranian leaders allow him to pursue a 
moderate diplomatic course and rejoin the ranks of the 
international community? His erstwhile closest rival in the 
power struggle. Parliament Speaker Ali Rafsanjani — who 
at one time was tipped to be named Khomeini's successor in 
the spiritual realm — has shown some signs of “modera¬ 
tion" but the symptoms appeared to have cured miraculous¬ 
ly fast as he redirected his trek and headed towards the 
presidential palace. It became a game of beating everyone in 
poshing extremism, as reflected in the Salman Rushdie 
affair and his (though quickly-retracted) call on Palesti¬ 
nians to tarn to “revenge" attacks on Europeans and 
Americans. Let no-one overlook the very reality that there is 
no “moderate" or “extremist” camp in the Iranian 
theological or executive leadership; it is all a question of 
survival for many. 

One of (he many, but no! the least important, aspects of 
the Iranian situation in the post-Khomeini era is that there is 
no charismatic leader whose words would be obeyed to 
the letter by the masses. That in itself is a recipe for 
increased unrest among the millions of deprived Iranians 
who live below poverty level. Quite simply, it is not a bed of 
roses for Khamenei or the government. But they now have 
an opportunity to turn attention from exporting 
Khomeini's revolution to pressing domestic issues. That is a 
challenge they face and we can only hope that realism will 
prevail among the fiery theologians in Tehran to take up 
that challenge and move towards contributing positively to 
their own people’s welfare. 

But, the sad fact remains: Khomeini might be gone but 
the legacy of radicalism he left behind is very real. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


The United States attitude towards the Middle East issue and 
Israel's continued atrocities against the Arab population of 
Palestine are discussed in an editorial by A1 Ra’i daily Sunday. 
The paper said that Washington has just expressed to Israel its 
deep concern over the Israeli troops' escalation of their repressive 
measures against the Palestinians, and called on Tel Aiv to 
exercise self-restraint: Washington has also criticised the actions 
of the Jewish settlers against the Palestinian civilians, and said 
that these actions are prmocative and could lead to an escalation 
of violence, the paper noted. The paper also noted that the 
United States offers the Arabs mere lip-service, since its words 
have not been backed by deeds, or any practical step. Nor does 
ihe United States act in a manner that would stop the Israelis from 
building more settlements in Arab-owned land, and so these 
actions continue unabated and the United States credibility has 
not improved, the paper pointed out. 

Al Dustour daily on Sunday dwelt on Israel's terrorist policies in 
the Arab lands under occupation. The atrocities being committed 
by Israeli troops and the criminal actions by the Jewish settlers 
against the Arab towns and villages, and the demolition of homes 
and the damage to Arab property conducted on a wide scale, are 
all reminiscent of Nazi actions during the second world was in 
Europe. thc paper noted. !r said that the criminal actions and the 
escalation of terrorist measures against the Arabs were fuelled by 
the Israeli leaders' statements and those of the heads of extremist 
rightist groups and political parties. The actions have reached 
such a dangerous proportion prompting many Western circles to 
warn against their consequences, the paper noted, it said that i he 
numerous victims of Israeli hatred towards the Arabs and the 
Palestinian martyrs falling every d;*y stand witness to the 
stepped-up repressive measures and the acts of terrorism, 
official and non-official, being practiced against the Palestinian 
people. 


a land for all? 


By Canon Michael Hamilton 

A sermon preached at Washington Cathedral on February 19, 

19S9 

GENESIS 15:181God speaking to Abraham). To your descendants I 
give this Ha nd from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River 

Euphrates . _ 

Luke 13:34 -Oh Jerusalem , killing prophets and stoning those who 
are sent unto you, how often would 1 have gathered yonr diBdren 
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings , but you would 
not. 

I wish to preach today on God’s promise to Abraham and to the 
Jews to give them a homeland, and what that involves theologically, 
morally and politically. First, let me return to the Bible for it is 
important to note that there were always qualifications placed upon 
this convenant with Israel. In Deuteronomy chapter 30 comes this 
warning: If you obey the commandments of the Lord... the Lord will 
bless you in the land which you are entering to take possession of. 
But if your heart turns away... you shall not live long in the land... 
Similar warnings occur elsewhere in the Old Testament and this one 
in the Apocrypha (2 Esdras 14): The land was given to you... but 
vour fathers committed iniquity... and because the Most High is a 
righteous judge in due time he took from you what he had given. God 
is telling the Jews, and indeed all of us. that our welfare and peace, 
both individually .and as nations, will depend to a significant degree 
on how wisely and compassionately we conduct ourselves vis a vis our 
neighbours. How then can we contribute to this peaceful will of God? 

Fust I suggest we should listen carefully to what is being said, to 
the feelings and argument of the protagonists who lay claim to the 
land. As someone who once lived in Palestine and has visited it since, 
let me share with you how I hear Palestinians speak. 

( don’t want to have to fight for my land, buf what else can 1 do' 
We lost half of Palestine when in 1948 the Jewish invaders won 
their first battle. They came mostly from Europe because you 
Christians had persecutd them for centuries and the Germans had 
nearlv destroyed them in the Holocaust. Why in Gods name 


Argentina — 
a historic 
mismanagement 
of the economy? 


should I have to pay for your sins? So we fought them. We lost 
again and again, and for the last 22 years they have occupied all 
our country. They have appropriated land whenever they wanted, 
restricted our water supplies, closed our schools, censored our 
press, blown up bouses, imprisoned us without trial and tortured 
or deported our young men who have protested. We have no 
elections, no civil rights. In desperation a year ago we started a 
community uprising, an intifada to draw attention to our plight 
and to appeal to the world for help. As unarmed civilians we have 
thrown stones at the soldiers of the Israeli military occupation. 
Over 400 of us have been shot and tilled, while only 20 of them 
have died. Their soldiers break the arms of our teenagers, they 
beat up whole families in colective punishment, they shoot us like 
dogs and we have no defence. You have seen tins suffering on 
television. We. will continue to demonstrate even if we all have to 
die. 

>es of course it is true , that in frustration, we have struck back 
through acts of terrorism, but that has nor worked for us. Now we 
have }enounced terrorism and haw officially recognised the state 
of Israel. Give us what simple justice dictates, what the United 
Nations, the European power and American churches have 
demanded, that the West Bank and Gaza be restored to us so that 
we can live in indepndence and peace. 

Let me now speak as if I was an Israeli. 

I don’t want war either, I want to live in peace in the land God 
promised us and / wish the Arab states would stop attacking us. 
But we have to defend ourselves against war and the endless 
ghastly PLO terrorism. As God has ordained, and our military 
defence requires, we must expand our settlements and continue to 
occupy the West Bank and Gaza. Of course Jerusalem is rightly 
ours. Until these Palestinian grasshoppers either leave our 
country or show reliable signs of being trustworthy citizens, we 
must control them. We don't like being cruel but we must put 
down their present dangerous rebellion. 

But wait a bit. for you need to hear an additional Israeli voice, 
one which is growing in volume. 


I oppose our military occupation, it is both immoral apd a. 
political cul-de-sac. If we are to maintain our democratic and •• 
religious values we cannot deprive Palestinians of their civU'i- 
rights, much less itsft on them this appalling physical violence.^ 
How can we Jews, who ourselves haw sufferd so greatly, now 
behave as tyrants to others? in this age of missiles many of our;■■ 
generals tel] us we do not need the West Bank for our defence.^ 
Our future security lies, not chiefly in force and weapons ,• felt..:. 
rather by Irving as friends and economic partners with; dur > 
neighbouring state. Let us sit down with the PLO fender -sndy i* 
negotiate land for peace. . 7 - 

Now you can see how complicated this matter of who : ShouldBwin! 
what piece of land is! There are right and wrongs on both sides. We^ 
Americans are involved because we supply major annual-funtfcig-of-- 
the Israeli budget and therefore, like it or opt, we. .have, moral, 
responsibility for how it is spent. How should we. act ? Ihen/'as 
Americans and as Christians called to be peacemakers in'Goo's.; 
world? ;• -,vj. . • V . 

Let me share some personal opinions with you* first regaining the.. 
Pales tinians . Criticism of terrorism is not anti-Arab, but rafter is id be 
supportive of the Palestinians’ best interests. PLO terrorism against 
innocent civilians is always wrong and lessens: the effectiveness of * 
their appeals for justice. So we should support Arafat In. his 
recognition of Israel and his turning away from terrorism,' and 
condemn any Palestinian fringe elements which may continue 
■ terrorist acts. While throwing stones at soldiers is violent, it- is- 
probablv the onlv wav left for Palestinians to protest. 'Appeals 
coming from the United Nations and from all over the world- for the 
Israelis to negotiate have-not succeeded. Israelis do not permit 
elections by which Palestinian leaders could emerge,, those who do 

- voice their concerns are put in jail often without trial.'When I asked 
Palestinians if they could not demonstrate peacefully, as in our 
American civil rights marches, 1 was reminded that all such 
demonstrations are illegal, and that when .they occurred, Israeli 
soldiers beat up the demonstrators. There is also a practical 
advantage in stone throwing-— it keeps some distance between the 

- protagonists — Middle East International. London. 


Strikes subside in South Korea, 
but discontent persists 


By Richard Jarvie 
Reuter 

BUENOS AIRES — President 
Raul Alfonsin's failure to cure his 
country’s sick economy lies be¬ 
hind the wave uf looting, bomb¬ 
ings and food riots in Argentina 
this week.. 

While the government blames 
left-wing agitators for the vio¬ 
lence that has claimed at least 14 
lives and injured dozens, eco¬ 
nomists and politicians say the 
catastrophic handling of the eco¬ 
nomy had made the explosion 
predictable for some time. 

“Everyone was talking about a 
social explosion several months 
ago," Vice President-elect 
Eduardo Duhalde said in a televi¬ 
sion interview earlier this week. 

Alfonsin himself said in a re¬ 
cent magazine interview: “the 
economy blew up in my hands 
three months ago.” 

Argentina is suffering the worst 
crisis in its turbulent economic 
history with soaring inflation, in¬ 
terest rates at 300 per cent a 
month and foreign reserves at 
rock bottom. 

Hyperinflation- has ripped a 
hole in the working man's poc¬ 
ket over the last few months, 
cutting the purchasing power of 
wages by two-thirds, according to 
some private economists. 

Meanwhile, Alfonsin’s radical 
party has gained a reputation 
among many Argentines as being 
out of touch with reality and 
better at intellectual debate than 
practical action. 

This was demonstrated by a 
recent suspension of most bank¬ 
ing activities for 10-days during 
which a maximum of around $100 
could be withdrawn from current 
and savings accounts. 

Cash-starved Argentines were 
unable to pay bills, buy petrol or 
even food because of the unex¬ 
pected measure, taken while the 
government planned its fifth eco¬ 
nomic package of the year. 

“You can’t imagine the prob¬ 
lems it causes me. Nobody can do 
any business. It’s creating a 
tremendous resentment against 
this government,”.said Raunun- 
do Buenomassa, a building con¬ 
tractor. 

Part of the government’s aim 
was to stem a run on the austral 
currency, which has lost Over 90 
per cent of its value this year. But 
for many the effect has been the 
opposite. 

Housewife Maria Olarte, who 
was unable to repay debts falling 
due because her money was 
frozen in a savings account, com¬ 
plained: “never again will I invest* 
in austrais. Next time I’ll buy 
dollars, whatever the price.” 

Many private economists point 
to an anti-inflation plan intro¬ 
duced last August as the root of 
the crisis. The so-called “Spring 
plan” propped up the austral and 
controlled wage increases, but 
failed to reduce what economists 
say is the real culprit in Argenti¬ 
na's woes — the soaring state 
deficit. 

Senior radical party politicians 
said the economic chaos which 
followed the collapse of the plan 


cost them the May 14 presidential 
election in which the opposition 
Peronist Party candidate Carlos 
Menem swept to a crushing vic¬ 
tory. 

Correcting the economy 

Since taking over from a milit¬ 
ary dictatorship in 1983, Alfon¬ 
sin's civilian government has suc¬ 
ceeded iri restoring a feeling of 
democracy in the country. West¬ 
ern diplomats said. 

But it failed to confront the 
economic problems, refusing for 
years to impose austerity mea¬ 
sures, including much-needed 
cuts in government spending, to 
coned the economy. 

Projects to reduce the public 
sector deficit by selling off state 
companies have all failed after 
protracted negotiations. 

“Rather than put its own house 
in order it has preferred to blame 
the foreign debt, speculators, tax 
dodgers — anyone but itself — 
for the problems,” a private eco¬ 
nomist said. 

The government’s history of 
failure in its frequent tampering 
with the economy has also led to 
a total lack of credibility in any 
measures it might introduce. 

Calls from labour and business 
leaders to bring forward the 
handover of power to Menem 
have met little response: “It is the 
president's will to rule until Dec. 
10,” Menem said after a meeting 
with Alfonsin last Wednesday. 

But many believe the govern¬ 
ment cannot survive that long. 


By Sonya Hepinstall 

Reuter 

SEOUL — South Korea has sur¬ 
vived another spring of labour 
unrest, but activists and workers 
say the underlying problems are 
still unresolved. 

This year's strikes, now taper¬ 
ing off from the active “spring 
offensive," have made clear to 
government and big business that 
workers no longer accept their 
pleas for sacrifice on the coun¬ 
try's behalf. 

"Wages have risen in double- 
digit percentages for the past two 
years..but.workers are still not 
content, . .. .. t . 

The Changwon'industrial com¬ 
plex, which houses about* 240 
companies, was one of the har¬ 
dest hit by strikes that swept 
South Korea with unexpected 
force for the third year in a row. 

Some 3,000 workers at one 
factory in the southeastern city, 
staging a 22-day strike in April 
and May, piled up hundreds of 
television screens to keep man¬ 
agement and police at bay. 

“This is a battle for wages. We 
want some of our company’s pro¬ 
fits but the political and economic 
analysts work everything out so 
that the facts speak against us,” 
said one worker. 

Deputy Premier Cho Soon said 
strikes in the first four months of 
this year cost South’ Korea 2.63 
trillion won ($3.y5 billion) in lost 
production.. 

Tile government has said many 
strikers are influenced by leftist 
elements and that violent actions, 
if deemed to be anti-state, will be 
quashed, by police action if 
necessary. 

South Korean consumer prices 
rose by 7.1 per cent in 1988. The 
Korea Development Institute, a 
government think-tank, said 


price increases for this year were 
likely to surpass the government 
target of five per cent. 

A worker at the factory in 
Chongwan that was hit by the 
22-dav strike must spend about a 
week’s salary to take a family of 
five out for a traditional meal 
near Changwon. according to un¬ 
ion officials who put the daily 
wage of the average worker at 
6.419 won (510). 

The monthly salary of a mid¬ 
level manager at a securities com¬ 
pany in Seoul looks reasonable in 
comparison at about 1.2 million 
won ($1,800) after taxes. 

But because of a complex real 
estate system under which rent is 
most often paid for long periods 
in advance and mortgages are 
non-existent, he must put down 
millions of won (thousands of 
dollars) just to rent a rwo-bed- 
room fiat and between 50 and 100 
million ($75,000 and $150,000) to 
buy . 

Seoul property prices have 
risen an average of about 30 per 
cent in the past year and more 
than doubled in some areas. 

“Where am I going to get that 
kind of money?" one worker 
asked. 

The largest labour grouping, 
the Federation of Korean Trade 
Unions (FKTU) and the Ministry 
of Labour (MOL) have agreed to 
concentrate on increasing the 
minimum wage and cutting the 
maximum work week. 

The statutory minimum month¬ 
ly wage in South Korea this year 
is 144,000 won ($216). a more 
than 25 per cent raise over the 
110,000 won ($165) at the begin¬ 
ning of 1988, the first year a 
minimum wage system was. en¬ 
forced. The working week, pre¬ 
sently 48 hours, will he reduced 
to 44 in July 1990. 

The MOL appears genuinely 


committed to introducing the new 
wage standards, but continues to 
maintain the hands-off attitude 
that has become its trademark 
over the past few years. 

“The government must show 
how the future will be... it is 
trying to show such things. Presi¬ 
dent Row Tae-Woo has a very 
strong will to overcome these 
problems,” said Ahn Ctaong- 
Gun, deputy director at the 
MOL's labour policy division. 

But, he said, if the strikes 
continue, “I think we do not have 
any special measures. We must 
regard such strikes as the work of 
labour and management.” 


• Trade-unions say most workers 
make well over the minimum 
.wage, but say. many .firms still 
violate standards. They also say 
the working week is much longer 
than officially stated. 

Kangin-Ku, an FKTU spokes¬ 
man, said the present minimum 
wage represents about 65 per cent 
of what the FKTU has deter¬ 
mined is needed :to live in South 
Korean buf feels that for now, it is 
a realistic figure. 

“It> very difficult, to achieve 
liveable wages — itrwould mean a 
100 per cent -increase. We are 
■working step, by step-’’ 






A South . Korean riot police arrest a woman 
student outside Seoul’s Myougdong cathedral after 
she tried to get through police cordons to Join an 
anti-government rally 
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Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KA WAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 604676. 604696 


Theflrst&best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

TakcwijrbavatlaHe 

Open daily 12:00-3:JO 
p.m. 

fi:30-Midnight 

TeL 638968 


CROWN 
INT’L EST- 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 

Tel: 664090.660852 
Thu 22208 8ESMCO JO 
P.O. Box 926487 
. AMMAN JORDAN A 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only ty pical Chinese- 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

MwfwayavaSAMe 

Open daily 12:00-15-30 
18:00-23:30 

WadiSaqra Road * near Traffic 
, Bridge • 
f Amman. Jordan 

K Tel: 661922 / 


I EVERY fc 

1 DAY r 

PEOPLE WHO NEED 

MAINTENANCE 
Tgfeffl SERVICES 
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ISIl Electrolux 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN- 
3 Tel. 604671 fe 


' CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing. 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight / 


Professional Quality in.' . : C. r J 
i Hour 

Dtevelop-youfr'ceipyi; film-k i 


•JUMBOjkhoto 

rfhiffrdhk 
ffient 20 

\ V- '• : ^:v :\ryr\ . •: 
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; -Bank? m 
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. CHINESE . 
RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food ■ 

’ Korean Bar-B-Q 
. Charcoal Ranting Pot' 


Open daily Noon - 3:30 p. m. 
& 6'J0p.fn, - midnight 

, Legation: Neac : 3id Circle : ■ 
opposite Akifah Hospital . 

Tel: 641093 
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An art exhibit entitled “Tents and Stones” 
opens today at the former Alia Art Gallery. 
It coincides with the 22nd anniversary of 
the 1967 Arab-israeli war. Rania Atalla 
and Mariam Shahin write about their 
impressions of the exhibit. 



Images of tents and stones brought to life 


AMMAN —One of the most 
outstanding features of the 
Palestinian uprising is how a 
seemingly docile people, who 
appeared' to have long res¬ 
igned themselves to the reality 
of the occupation of their land, 
suddenly woke up and decided 
to take things in their own 
hands to end their 2]-year-old 
ordeal rather than depend on 
outside forces for liberation. 

On the eve of the 22nd 
anniversary of the 1967 Arab- 
Israeli war, and looking back 
at the IS months of rhc upris¬ 
ing. images of which were 
brought to tivingrooms all 
around the world through tele¬ 
vision lenses, many will un¬ 
doubtedly reflect on how the 
Palestinians transformed 
themselves into active freedom 
fighters, waging a “war of 
stones" against the Israeli 
occupying forces. 

Appropriately enough on 
this occasion, an exhibition en¬ 
titled “tents and stones" by 
Palestinian artist Sami Zaru 
actualises the ongoing intifada 
of the stones through the use 
of down-to-earth material. 

While the exhibition, or “art 
happening.” as Zara calls iL 
raises the first and foremost' 
issue of why the Palestinians 
were transformed into re¬ 
fugees. it leaves no question as 
to why, after 20 years of brutal 


Israeli oppression and suppres¬ 
sion. stones have become a 
symbol of resistance to 
thousands of Palestinians striv¬ 
ing for freedom and independ¬ 
ence. 

The exhibition, to be 
opened Monday evening at the 
Alia Art Gallery (Flying Car¬ 
pet), is. according to Zaru. a 
revolution in and of itself. It is 
a revolution against what she 
calls the traditional means of 
presenting art paintings en¬ 
gulfed in expensive frames, 
usually displayed in fancy art 
galleries. 

In her multi-dimensional ex¬ 
hibit. Zara uses old tent mate¬ 
rial as a canvas for the huge, 
screaming paintings which 
hang ruggedly from the ceiling 
all the way to the floor, con¬ 
nected throughout the hall by 
ropes — a symbol of con¬ 
tinuity. 

The material Zaru uses in 
her paintings is from real life 
— life under occupation that 
is: soldier's boots, tyres, bar¬ 
rels, ropes, barbed wires, chil¬ 
dren's shoes, an uprooted tree, 
a tin roof, and most of all, 
stones and a life-size refugee's 
tent. 

AS one walks through the 
exhibit hall, one is over¬ 
whelmed by the larger-than- 
Hfe paintings which imposingly 
depict various aspects of the 


intifada. Scenes of men. 
women and children carrying 
stones and waving “victory” 
signs against the background 
of a city or town with mosques 
and churches, hint at the soli¬ 
darity between city and coun¬ 
try folk its well as Muslims and 
Christians in occupied Pales¬ 
tine^ 

Obvious inhumanity 

In contrast to those, anil in 
the foreground, are depictions 
of Israeli soldiers painted on 
see-through plastic material. 
Their brutality is so obvious, it 
is see-through. Here, accord¬ 
ing to Zaru. the message is: 
“see the inhumanity of hu¬ 
mans through the Israeli sol¬ 
diers." 

In the midst of the exhibit 
hall stands a metal sculpture of 
a woman — a sort of Palesti¬ 
nian “statue of liberty” — with 
her arm proudly raised, car¬ 
rying not a torch, but a stone. 

Symbolism runs through the 
hall vibrantly. In one corner, 
lies a painting of a door of a 
'preparatory school apparently 
bolted shut by occupation au¬ 
thorities. in the other corner, a 
tin board protrudes rudely 
from the wall, forming the roof 
of a refugee's “house.” Next 
to it. and in red paint, is 
written a defiant reftisal of 


occupation. “No to occupa¬ 
tion. Yes to the Palestinian 
state.” the slogans on the wall 
read. In between, the school 
and the tin-roofed shack, lies a 
large painting symbolising the 
history of the Palestinian prob¬ 
lem — granting the Jews more 
than half of Palestine as a 
Jewish homeland in 1948 while 
denying the Palestinians the 
very same right — a homeland 
of their own. 

“1947, 1948. ..national 
homeland,” is written next to a 
big. blue star of David, while 
“Palestinian homeland?!” Un¬ 
gers below it next to a drawing 
of barbed wire, representing 
the 1947 U.N. decision to di¬ 
vide Palestine into two states, 
one Jewish and one Arab. 

Iron bars on one side of the 
hall keep a distance between 
(he observer and a painting of 
several prisoners* hands 
reaching out for freedom. 
Across the hall, blood-stained 
dolls lifelessly hang out of a 
tom-up canvass representing 
the martyrdom of children in 
the intifada. 

Perhaps the highlight of the 
art happening is a life-size 
renr. with a “donated by:...” 
written on the entrance;setup 
following the demolition of a 
Palestinian's home, remnants 
of which lie brutally scattered 
around the tent. Next to it. 


South African tribe hopes prayer will help them reclaim land 

Cynical and inhuman 


By Rich Mkhondo 
Reuter 

MOGOPA'. South Africa — Ev¬ 
ery morning Daniel Molefe, a 
Mogopa tribesman, walks to a 
hilltop behind his tin shack to 
pray for the fall of the South 
African government so that he 
can remain on the land where he 
was bom. 

' “But the more I pray, the more 
the government becomes stron¬ 
ger and the more black people 
suffer,", he said. 

Five years ago. on St. Valen¬ 
tine’s day. Pretoria sent bulldoz¬ 
ers guarded by soldiers and 
armed police with dogs to flatten 
Mokfe’s home town. 

They, knocked down houses, 
churches, schools and clinics, de¬ 
molishing everything the tribe 
had built in this rural village of 
Mogopa. 200 kilometres west of 
Johannesburg. 

• Then the government sold the 
land to white farmers. Police 
forced the people of Mogopa at 
gunpoint to move to an arid patch 
of land some 200 kilometres 
away. 

The tribe settled legally in 
Mogopa 80 years ago. After the 
. National Party came to power in 
1948, the area was designated as 
white -farming land under the 
government's new apartheid 
laws. 

- -Their presence was declared 
illegal .because the old laws that 
had enabled blacks to own land 
had been repealed 

Tears to lied down Molefe's face 
as he recalled bow his once close¬ 
ly-knit community has been 
forced into a nomadic existence. 

They have moved three times 
in the past five years, seeking a 
place wherfe they can settle and 
rear their families. 

“We were a peaceful commun¬ 
ity. We had pur land taken away 
-from os. Since we became re¬ 
fugees. the mortality rate among 
out people has risen beta use they 
cannot "take the conditions they 
live in now.” Molefe said. 

After the government relo¬ 
cated them in the arid Bushveld at 
a place-called. Pachsdraai in the. 
far Western Transvaal on Feb. 
14, 1984, a small section of the 
community trekked to another 
barren land called Bethanie. 

,v We chose Bethanie because it 
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was near the industrial area called 
Pretoria-Witwatersrand-Vereeni- 
ging (PWV), where our people 
can find jobs,” said the tiroe's 
headman. Lucas Kgatitsoe. 

But a few months after they 
arrived in Bethanie, Pretoria in¬ 
corporated their new home into 
Bophuthatswana, one of 10 nomi¬ 
nally independent mini-states cre¬ 
ated under South Africa’s apar¬ 
theid race policies. 

Loss of citizenship 

This meant the Mogopa people 
would lose their South African 
citizenship and be forced to be¬ 
come citizens of a country whose 
sovereignty is recognised by Pre¬ 
toria alone. 

The case provoked an interna¬ 
tional outcry. Foreign diplomats 
visited the tribe's leaders and the 
Mogopa community launched a 
legal bid To have their land re¬ 
turned to them. 

The government has blocked 
every legal action the community 
has taken in court. 

Last September Pretoria gave 
Molefe. Kgatitsoe and 70 others 
permission to go back to Mogopa 
to restore and clean family 
graves. When they arrived they built 
tin shacks where they had lived 
. before and refused to leave. 

Pretoria sought a supreme 
court order to evict them from 


Mogopa. With the help of human 
rights lawyers, the tribe contested 
the application, but lost. 

Lawyers (old the court that 
under the law originally used to 
evict the Mogoipa community, the 
matter should have been debated 
in parliament. 

The Mogopa tribe again took 
the matter to court. But while the 
case was being heard, Pretoria 
used another law to expropriate 
the land retroactively. The tribe 
now faces a second forced re¬ 
moval. 

Every morning the tribal elders 
assemble to pray that the govern¬ 
ment will change its mind and let 
them rebuild their homes. 

“We are aware that we have 


_200_ 400 km I 

embarked on a suicide mission by 
ignoring the government's ulti¬ 
matums. But because we are in a 
desperate situation, we are pre¬ 
pared to face all the consequ¬ 
ences," Molefe said. “We have 
lost battle after battle and now 
our last resort is a prayer.” 

The case has now had an inter¬ 
national hearing. 

Earlier this month tbe 12-na¬ 
tion European Community sent a 
protest to South Africa's foreign 
ministry, about the government’s 
treatment of the Mogopa people. 

“It is cynical and inhuman. It is 
an eradication of human rights,” 
said Peter Ruthman, an official of 
the West German embassy in 
Pretoria. 


Cinema so* ass, Te,: 677420 
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stands lifelessly a brutally up¬ 
rooted tree, a reminder of the 
100,000 trees that have been 
uprooted by Israeli occupation 
authorities. 

Zaru Considers each and ev¬ 
ery hanging piece both a 
painting and a sculpture. The 
time dimension is represented 
by the happening: u>v. human 
dimension is represented by 
the figurative sketches; and 


the place dimension is repre¬ 
sented by the land — three 
elements which move from a 
personal issue to the issue of a 
nation. 

The artist's choice of a 
rather peculiar venue for her 
exhibition was intended to 
compliment the theme: the 
former Alia Art Gallery she 
says is a place that has suffered 
with time. The gallery, which 


at one point was a nightclub, 
before being turned into a 
restaurant and then an art gal¬ 
lery. is to be demolished soon. 
Zara's exhibition is a farewell 
to the gallery. “I hope it will 
be a farewell to tents as well,” 
she said. 

The philosophy behind 
Zara's work is that what is 
created must sustain itself and 
create a concept. Zaru's ex¬ 


hibition was created from the 
most basic materials of life. 
Whether it sustains itself or 
not, that is for tbe observer to 
decide. But one thing is for 
sure. The Palestinian intifada, 
which was created from the 
basic materials of life, has sus¬ 
tained itself for 18 months and 
has most definitely given birth 
to an independent Palestinian 
state. 
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The next time you travel, you'll When you arrive at Charles de 
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fly Air France: the quality of our to discover that we have in- 
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planes for example. In an Airbus 
to Paris, you’ll enjoy a spacious 
and peaceful cabin where you 
can concentrate on your work 
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easier connections. 
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Economy 


Arab aluminium output 
may treble by 1995 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 

t talks begin next week Jordanian fair surpasses expectations 


DUBAI (R) — Aluminium out¬ 
put from Gulf Arab states may 
treble to over a milli on tonnes a 
year by the mid-1990s but indus¬ 
try chiefs in the region believe 
world demand can absorb this, 
barring a worldwide recession. 

Existing aluminium plants 
in Bahrain and Dubai both 
plan to expand output and two 
big projects in Saudi Arabia and 
Qatar are at the planning stage. 

The aluminium industry is a 
natural choice for GuJf because 
energy is the key element in refill* 
eiy costs. Electricity generated 
with natural gas is used to smelt 
alumina ore shipped from Au¬ 
stralia. 

In the past, aluminium has 
been noted for its boom-bust 
cycles but regional industry man¬ 
agers pointed to a dead Japanese 
primary metal industry, and de¬ 
clining U.S. and European indus¬ 
tries which should leave room for 
the Gulf. 

“On the whole, there are no. 
grounds for pessimism at the mo¬ 
ment,' 1 said Dubai Aluminium 
(Dubai) chief executive Ian 
Livingstone in an interview. 

A black spot for Gulf managers 
is die European Community's 
(ECs) six per cent tariff on primary 
aluminium imports, from which 
European Free Trade Associa¬ 
tion (EFTA) countries including 
aluminium competitor Norway 


are exempt. 

“They say it is not discrimina¬ 
tory, but effectively it is a discri¬ 
minatory tariff,’’ Livingstone 
said. 

However, regional industry 
leaders believe some EC officials 
in Brussels are on their side and 
that the gradual decline of the 
European industry will eventually 
see the tariff disappear. 

“Sooner or later, they will have 
to promote al umini um imports," 
said another Gulf industry man¬ 
ager. 

Given progress in the EC mar¬ 
ket, the managers believe a 
steady two to three per cent 
annual growth in world demand 
should keep Gulf aluminium pro¬ 
ducers working. 

The lightweight metal alumi¬ 
nium is used in a multitude of 
modern industries, including the 
aircraft and armaments, and in 
the construction and consumer 
durables sectors which are highly 
vulnerable to recessionary trends. 

In the region. Aluminium 
Bahrain BSC (Alba) is a 170.000 
tonne per year plant, which is 
57.9 per cent state-owned. 

Alba has a scheduled expan¬ 
sion to 205,000 tonnes a year and 
last month also authorised a $1 
billion scheme to take total 
capacity up to 400,000 tonnes in 
four years. 

Dubai is owned by the ruling 


Maktoum family of Dubai, and 
produced 163,445 tonnes in 1988. 

Livingstone said Dubai is aim* 
mg for 230,000 tonnes in two 
years, all of which can come from 
greater internal efficiency. 

Saudi Arabia plans a smelter at 
Yanbu, on-the Red Sea. Fawaz 
A1 Alami, senior president of 
Saudi Cable Co, confirmed that 
work is expected to begin on a 
214,000-tonne plant, costing over 
$700 million by the end of this 
year. 

Qatar, which has huge reserves 
of natural gas. also plans a 
180,000 tonne plant at $1.2 billion 
by 1993, said Ahmad Mo hamm ad 
Ali A1 Subaie, head of the state 
al uminium committee. 

Canada's Alcan Aluminium 
plants have the cheapest energy 
costs in the world. Gulf smelters 
run at around three to four times 
the Alcan energy cost but else¬ 
where in the world the factor is 
10, managers said. 

High labour costs and constant 
maintenance due to the severe 
climate, which is hot and corro¬ 
sive near the sea, take away some 
of the Gulfs advantage but lower 
transport costs, due to its position 
between East and West, balance 
this out. 

Australia's Alcoa remains the 
Gulfs mainstay for providing alu¬ 
mina. the managers added. 


Jordanian-lndian talks begin next week 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A joint Jordanian-lndian investment seminar 
will be held in Amman between June 12 and 13, according to an 
announcement here Sunday by the Amman Chamber of Industry 
(ACI). The announcement said that the seminar, which will be 
held under the patronage of His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, will look into means that would promote trade arid 
economic cooperation between the two countries and increase the 
volume of exchanged goods between them. In April, a Jordanian 
delegation visited New Delhi for talks to prepare for the seminar. 
The delegation, led by ACI President Khaldoun Abu Hassan 
delivered a message from Prince Hassan to Indian Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi dealing with bilateral cooperation in various fields. 

Falkowski, Fariz review cooperation 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The head of the European Community (EC) 
office in Amman, Christian Falkowski; called on Planning Minister 
Ziyad Fariz Sunday for a general review of EC-Jordanian coopera¬ 
tion provided for under the 1987 bilateral agreement. Issues of 
mutual interest relevant to the agreement were discussed at the 
meeting. 

Iraq to spend $6b on 30 oil projects 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq will spend more than $6 billion over the 
next four years on 30 oil projects, the official Iraqi News Agency 
said Saturday. It quoted a senior official as saying the projects 
included development of five oilfields, expansion of export 
terminals and work on oil export facilities at the port of Khor A1 
Zubeir. Iraq is expected to resume exports from its AJ Bakr oil 
terminal this month. 

Ghana ups producer price for cocoa 

ACCRA (R) — Ghana will boost its producer price for cocoa by 
5.7 per cent from next Friday, Ghana News Agency said Saturday. 
The price will rise to 174.400 cedis ($650) per tonne from 165.000 
cedis ($615). It coincides with the official opening of mid-crop sales 
for the world's third biggest cocoa producer. Increases for coffee 
will be posted later, the news agency said. 


Foreign money dominates rouble transactions 


MOSCOW (AP) — The rouble is 
fast becoming a second-rate cur¬ 
rency in the Soviet Union. More 
people are insisting on foreign 
money for their services, or re-, 
jeering all money in favour of 
bartering for products in short 
supply. 

Salaries have been rising, but 
state stores remain so poorly sup¬ 
plied that a scrap of 1950s-style 
linoleum is sold by lottery only. 
With plenty of roubles around 
but the nation's hard-pressed in¬ 
dustry producing little to buy, the 
rouble has less and less real pur¬ 
chasing power. 

The Soviet Union has long 
been a place where foreign cur¬ 
rency is highly valued, and 
bartering is a common practice. 
A pack of 'foreign cigarettes 
works better than Soviet cash to. 
convince a taxi driver to accept a 
customer, and a bottle of vodka 
has legendary persuasive powers. 

But a 60 per cent crash since 
last autumn in the black market 
value of the rouble is testimony 
that the rouble’s worth is declin¬ 
ing even faster than before. 

The street rate casually offered 
to tourists has fallen from 25 
cents eight months ago to 10 cents 
a rouble now — compared to the 
official rate of $1.56. The ex¬ 
change rate among Soviets them¬ 
selves is as little as 6 cents for 
rouble. 


The Soviet space agency Glav- 
kosmos recently infuriated Soviet 
journalists by selling a seat on a 
forthcoming space mission to a 
Japanese reporter for the hard- 
currency equivalent of $11.3 mil¬ 
lion. 

“Alas, we get our pay in ordin¬ 
ary Soviet roubles, and can’t pay 
for the flight in convertible cur¬ 
rency which Glavkosmos needs 
so badly," a columnist in Pravda 
complained after the deal was 
struck. 

‘Valuta’ 

Meanwhile, many of th.e new 
cooperative private businessmen 
now permitted in the Soviet Un¬ 
ion are obtaining permission to 
collect “valuta,” as hard currency 
is called in Russian, from their 
customers. Evetr the hijackers 
who recently threatened to blow 
up a busload of schoolchildren in 
the city of Ordzhonikidze if they 
weren’t given a plane to Israel 
and two million roubles deman¬ 
ded their ransom in foreign cash. 

In Moscow, foreign companies 
like Christian Dior are setting up 
joint ventures that serve custom¬ 
ers only for hard currency. This 
has left citizens fuming, especially 
when plans were announced fora 
new pharmacy that would sell 
life-saving drugs right in their 
midst, but only for valuta. 



A Soviet shopper counts her roubles to pay for some 
items she bought from an outdoor market in 


For Rent 

Semi villa for Rent 
Furnished or unfurnished 

Deluxe furniture, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, silting room, guest & 
dining room, big & small verandas, study room, separate central 
heating and garden. 

Location: 7th Circle, Automobile Club, near American school, 
Amman. 

Tel: 815122 


SOME PEOPLE DON’T 
TAKE STUDYING BY MAIL SERIOUSLY 

Some people believe that you cannot get a good education through Distance 


Some people believe that you cannot get a good education through Distance 
Education Some people beheve that because you are getting your education 
through a correspondence school that you don't have to work (or your diploma or 
your degree. Some people confuse "phony degree mills" with legitimate Distance 
Education Schools. If you are ore of these people, don't read any further. 

ICS is looking for people who take their education SERIOUSLY, whether 
attending a traditional college or studying by maiL We are looking tor people who 
will apply themselves and work hard to get the full value of the training that ICS 
offers. Diplomas and Degrees are issued upon successful completion of a course 
accredited by the National Home Study Council...your guarantee of a quality edu¬ 
cation. if you take your education seriously and want to train tor a new career or 
improve your job skills tor advancement on your present job. ICS may hare the 
right career training tor you. Choose from 45 career courses listed below. Select 
the orw career held you would like to brain tor and indicate that choice In the cou¬ 
pon below. Cut out this ad and mail it to ICS TODAY. We win send you a (Mailed 
course outline and tuition schedule by return Air MaiL There is no obligation. 
jjiii]_ SEND FOR FREE PACTS—MO OBLIGAT ION_zma_ 

M™ International Correspondence Schools, Dorn. Fzs^g 
S ** CE 690 1 Box 1900. Scranlon. Pannsytvama 18501. USA. 

ASSOCIATE IN -CAREER DIPUMA PROGRAMS - 


It is still technically illegal for 
most Soviets even to possess fore¬ 
ign money. But clerks even in 
government hard-currency stores 
are increasingly ignoring the ori¬ 
gin of customers' hard currency. 

For many Soviets, hard-curren¬ 
cy and barter transactions are the 
only way to get things they want 
and need. 

“We work, but what do we get 
for it?" complained one Musco¬ 
vite. “If I want to use my money 
to buy a TV set, there aren't any. 
I have to wait six months." 

Only 23 of 211 basic food items 
are readily available in markets, 
without using personal connec¬ 
tions, ration cards or paying a 
bribe, according to a survey re¬ 
ported by economist Vasili 
Selyunin in the newspaper 
Socialisticbeskaya Industria. 

That was in April, before sugar 
rationing started in Moscow and 
before salt and matches joined 
laundry detergent and ordinary 
soap on the list of hard-to-find 
items. Coffee has long dis- 
appeared from the shelves of 
official stories in Leningrad even 


that staple of Russian winters, 
tea. is missing. 

Meat for boots 

In the Krasnoyarsk region, 
3,000 kilometres east of Moscow, 
farmers have been resorting to 
old-fashioned bartering: Meat for 
boots. In Moscow several months 
ago, coveted French perfume was 
offered by a state recycling firm 
— one vial of scent for’four metal 
rails. 

In Moscow, audio cassettes and 
videotapes that cost a few dollars 
in the West are virtual alternative 
currencies, worth at least 15 and 
60 roubles respectively. A pack of 
American cigarettes valued at 
five roubles last fall is now worth 
15 roubles. 

The average Soviet wage is 
about 235 roubles a month. 

Elsewhere on the black mar¬ 
ket, a leather jacket brings more 
then 2,000 roubles on the black- 
market-infested streets around 
Leningrad's tourist-clogged 
palaces. To an honest Soviet, it’s 
more than eight month's play. 


56 Computer Piogrammng 
07 US. High School Diploma 
59 Catering Gourmet Cooking 
20 Medical Dental Office Asst. 


lutonational Carre 

[SwceibmJ Box 1900. Scranlon. 

ASSOCIATE IN - 

SPECIALIZED BUSINESS 56 Co 

DEGREE PROGRAMS 0711! 

60 Business Management 59 Ca 

61 Accounting 20M< 

SO Business Management 

with option in Marketing 
81 Business Management 
wttfi option m Finance 
ASSOCIATE IN 
SPECIALIZED 
TECHNOLOGY DEGREE 
PROGRAMS 

67 Electronics Technology 
63 Civil Engineering Teen. 

63 Mechanical Ena Tech. 

65 Electrical Eng Tech 


Get FREE Information— 

MAIL ENTIRE AO TODAY 

Write toe Mimhu ei tot one ai«v that interests i 

PLEASE PRINT 



ig 04 Auto Mechanics 

ma 18 Bookkeeping 

kmg 02 Electronics 

tssL 21 Secretary 

06 Electrician 
L 29 Police Sciences 

ig. 32 Art 

09 Legal Secretary 
55 Diesel Mecharwa 
B7 TV/VCR Repair 
03 CIS tt Ctey Care 
65 Drafting 
35 Travel Agent 
260A Architecture 
,-ncmg 260C Machine Stop 
161 Engineering 
41 Joumaferrushort 


42 Dressmaking & Design 


LUXURIOUSLY BRAND-NEW 
FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

First floor of 220 sq.m, in a two-floor building located in the best 
residential area, between the 5th & 4th Circles, 147 Zahran 
Street - Jabai Amman. _ 

Consisting Of: Large salon, dining room, 2 double bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, laundry room with fully automatic W.M., 3 balconies, 
fully equipped kitchen with refrigerator & deep-freezer. 
Central heating, telephone, colour T.V., video and stereo. 
Car-park available. 

If interested please call tel. 812562 (a.m.) & 671509 

(p-m.) 


DELUXE VILLA FOR RENT 

Consisting of three floors, a complete salon floor, three bed¬ 
rooms. including one master and a lounge, a whole floor for 
services, a complete ward for maids, garden, two garages, 
central heating, two telephone lines. Possibility of renting it with 
’or without furniture is there. 

Location: Jaba! Amman,' opposite the French Commercial 
Attache, beside Dr. Zaid Kilani clinic. 

For Information pis. call tel. 653335 


Moscow where an increasing number of goods are 
in short supply. 

ssian winters. Demand for dollars is also sky¬ 
rocketing, according to a Lening¬ 
rad black-marketeer, because 
boots thousands of Soviets are taking 

advantage of newly relaxed bor- 
rarsk region, der controls to travel abroad, 
st of Moscow, Since they are legally allowed 
i resorting to to convert only 200 roubles into 
ring: Meat for $312 for a trip to the West, 
everal months virtually every Soviet tourist is 
j perfume was scouring the black market for 
recycling firm hard currency, he said, 
for’four metal Soviet tourists need cash for 
travel expenses and investments 
> cassettes and in Western consumer electronics. 

: a few dollars A video-recorder sells for at least 
lal alternative 4,000 roubles at borne and per- 
t least 15 and sonal computers go for 30,000 to 
ely. A pack of 70,000. 

!$ valued at 'Some Soviets are seeking infla- 
is now worth tion hedges in a nation which has 
almost none. Newspapers report 
viet wage is a “klondike” is underway, with 
a month. droppers lining up in front of 
e black mar- jewelry stores to buy gold that is 
t brings more grossly overpriced by world stan- 
on the black- dards. 

reels around At the “Malachite Jewelbo" 
rist-clogged store on Moscow’s fashionable 
:st Soviet, it’s Kalinin prospect, there’s nary a 
lonth's play. gramme of its green namesake to 

_ be found. Simple gold chains in 

an unattractive dull shade cost 

1 480 roubles. ($749). At another 
local jewelry store, brides must 
settle for a bronze ring. 


TUNIS (Petra, J.T.) — Jordan's fourth industrial fair ended in 
Tunis Sunday, with officials and organisers expressing delight over 
its results. A spokesman for the Ministry of Industry and Trade, 
winch organised the 10-day fair, said that the fair was originally 
scheduled to end Saturday, bat in view of continued interest in the 
hems on display on the part of the Tunisian public there was a one 
day extension. Ministry officials said that products by 80 Jordanian 
firms were displayed and up to $2.5 million worth of products sold 
at the fair directly to the public in accordance with a 1989 bilateral 
agreement. The fair was visited by Tunisian National Economy 
Minis ter A1 Munsef Baleed who highly praised the Jordanian 
products for their excellent quality. The minister said that private 
sectors in the two countries ought to be allowed further contacts to 
promote trade and economic cooperation. The Tunisian minister, 
said that the bilateral trade agreement is flexible and could be 
expanded to include various areas of cooperation. He said that 
contacts are underway to prepare for a meeting in Amman by the 
Joint Jordanian-Tunisian Higher Committee which will discuss, 
among other things means of promoting economic cooperation - 
between Tunisia and Jordan. 

AFESD lends Jordan $27.6 million 

KUWAIT (R) — The Arab Fund for Economic and Social 
Development (AFSED) agreed Sunday to lend 34.6 million dinars 
to six Arab countries, the Kuwaiti news agency KUNA said. 
Agreements were signed to lend Jordan eight million dinars (S27.6 
million), Egypt 7.5 million ($25.9 million), Iraq 6.6 million ($23.9 , 
million), Mauritania five million ($17.3 million), Morocco four j 
' million ($13.8 million) and South Yemen 3.5 million ($12.1 
million). 

Cyprus curbs hotel construction 

NICOSIA (R) — Cyprus has slapped a 10-month freeze on 
building permits for hotels and said it was withdrawing tax 
incentives for tourist industry development on the island’s booming 
southern coast. Citing saturation of beaches, labour and water 
shortages and deterioration of the environment, the government 
said tourist development could not continue at the present pace. 
Bur the ministers said it would continue to encourage tourist 
development in the central Troodos mountain range and in the 
inland capital, Nicosia. 

Angola reopens deal with diamond giant 

LUSAKA (R) — Almost four years after Angola accused the 
South African diamond mining giant De Beers Consolidated Mines 
Ltd of undervaluing its gems, it has reawarded the firm a lucrative 
production contract. Angolan national radio has said that the 
Central Selling Organisation (CSO) — the marketing wing of De 
Beers —would handle some diamond production in Angola, which 
last year recorded sales of more than one million carats, The radio 
quoted the director of the state diamond company Endiama as 
saying the deal would bring greater stability to Angola's diamond 
sales, which have beenhit by rebel attacks on mines. Dee Beers’ 
CSO, which handles about four-fifths of the world’s gem diamond 
trade, had an exclusive contact with Angola until 1985, when the 
government accused- it of undervaluing its diamonds and did not 
renew the contract. Angola was one of the world’s largest 
producers of gem diamonds before independence from Portugal in 
1975.2 but civil war slashed production frdm the 1974 high of 2.4 
million carats. 

Morocco expects good cereals harvest 

.. 

RABAT (R) —“Morocco is expecting a cereals harvest of more 
than six million tonnes this summer thanks to late rains. Storms 
which swept the country in late April and May followed almost two 
months of semi-drought when farmers feared for their crops, and i 
livestock, an agriculture ministry source said. June harvests of hard 
and soft wheat, barley and maize will be over six million tonnes 
compared with the 10-year average of 4.5 million tonnes, the 
source said. Morocco suffered three years of serious drought at the 
beginning of this decade and was forced to import over two million 
tonnes of cereals a year. In 1987 the harvest was 7.6 million tonnes 
and in 1988 a record 7.9 million tonnes. A good cereals crop 
accounts for about one third of the gross deomestic product. 

W. German unemployment declines 

BONN (R) — The number of unemployed in West Germany, 
Europe’s largest economy, fell below two million in May for the 
first time in seven years. Labour Minister Norbert Bluem has said. 
“We have -broken through a barrier in May. Unemployment is 
under two million again for the first time since October 1982," he 
told parliament. Bluem said less than 1.95 million people were 
without work last month in May. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Sunday, June 4, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


Buy 

ScD 

French franc 

85.1 

86.0 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

400.7 

404.7 

561.4 

567.4 

Dutch guilder 

256.4 

259.0 

900.3 

909.3 

Swedish crown 

85.4 

86.3 

289.1 

292.0 

Italian lira (for 100) 

39.8 

40.2 

336.5 

339.9 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

138.2 

139.6 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
OeulKhenurk 
Swiss franc 


AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS 
MAINTENANCE 

Specialised engineers and technicians in duct, split and 
window type air conditioning systems. Offering you a high 
standard maintenance service for your building's air 
conditioning systems. 

Engineering Maintenance and Trading Est 
Amman - Shmeisani, Tel.. 682523 


CAR FOR SALE 

Renault 5,1984, 50,000 km. Duty unpaid. Very 
good condition. 

Call: 637904 (8.30 - 12.30). 

Available as of 15th of June 89 


FOR SALE 


Minolta EP 300 RE photocopier, including cabinet for 
accessories.. Duty unpaid. Offers in excess of JD 135. 

Contact 823100 ext 212 between 0800 -1500 hrs. 



Benazir Bhutto 

New budget 
brings changes 
for Pakistanis 

ISLAMABAD (AP) — On the 
eve of her first official visit to the 
United States, Pakistan’s Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto intro¬ 
duced a cautious budget that left 
defence spending alone, avoided 
controversial tax hikes and froze 
government spending. 

Pakistan’s fledgling economy is 
struggling to move forward under 
stringent International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) guidelines, a $2 bil¬ 
lion deficit and a $2 billion de¬ 
fence budget, which her finance 
secretary said was sacrosanct. 

“Defence occupies priority 
number one and there can be no 
compromise on ensuring that the 
defence requirements of the 
country are fully met," Ihsan U1 
Haq Piracha said in his budget 
speech before the national 
assembly. 

Although Bhutto holds the fi¬ 
nance portfolio, she handed off 
the budget speech to Piracha, her 
secretary of state for finance. 

Travellers and smokers wifi pay 
more for their airline tickets and 
cigarettes under Pakistan’s $10 
billion budget. Residents of the 
nation's capital, who have until 
now been exempt from property 
taxes, wifi start paying. 

Piracha promised a personal 
income tax system will be de¬ 
veloped over the next year with 
assistance from “foreign ex¬ 
perts". Only about one million 
people pay taxes in a country of 
107 million. 

Privatisation 

Privatisation and the private 
sector were emphasised. Piracha 
said the Bhutto government 
hoped to propel the economy 
forward on the initiative of the 
[ private sector, with assistance 
from the federal government. 

The assistance is to come in the 
form of tax breaks for critical 
industries, such as cotton and 
sugar. 

T)ie budget called for greater 
exports, which began to show an 
increase this year after an abys¬ 
mal one per cent hike last year. 
This compared to a 14 per cent 
jump in imports. 

While the budget froze govern¬ 
ment spending, more money has 
been pledged for items such as 
narcotics control, which went 
from $800,000 to $1 million and 
police which went from SI .3 bil¬ 
lion to $1.5 billion. 

This is the 35-year-old Bhutto’s 
second budget since taking power 
but the first was inherited from a 
caretaker government appointed 
by her arebrival — the late 
General Mohammad Zia UI Haq. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more Information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342 


3 bedrooms, sitting room, dining room. Salon (2), bathrooms, 
kitchen (2). verandas, separate central heating, telephone 
central antenna T.V. 

Location SHMEISANI 

_ Please call owner at 662325 


EMERGENCY SERVICE 


AIR CONDITIONING * BOILERS * BLUMPER 
DRAIN. CLEAN GAS PIPES * WELDING. 

Amman - Tel. 790371 - Izzat 
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SJLSAi .dkiahoma (AP) For- 
mer-Okiahoina State football star 
Dexter Manley's, revelation that 
bfc graduated from high school 
aod college even though he could 
barely, read is.not an indictment 
of the present programme at 
Oklahoma State, the director of 
the .scfroors .athlete counseling 
programme said Friday.. 

Manley, star defensive end for 
the Washington Redskins of the 
National FootbaH League, told a 
U.S. Senate Subcommittee May 
18 he had to attend literacy clas¬ 
ses at age 27 - to learn to read and 
write above* second-grade level. 

Manley^. said" he survived 
academically because he was a 


-good actor." His college girl¬ 
friend said she completed home¬ 
work, essays and take-home tests 
for Manley. 

“I guarantee that Dexter was 
not.'the only one who went 
through an institution like that," 
Ron Brown, Director of 
1 Academic Student Services for 
athletes at Oklahoma State in 
Stillwater, said 

- Manley left Oklahoma State 
about 50 credits short of gradua¬ 
tion. Brown said his office is 
intent on reducing the number of 
athletes who complete their eligi¬ 
bility without gaining a diploma. 

Student athletes stay on scho¬ 
larship for up to five years 


Baseball Round-up 


NEw YORK- (AP) — Nolan 
Ryan pitched his 11th .career one- 
hitter arid struck out 11 as the 
Texas Rangers beat the Seattle 
Mariners 6-1 Saturday night. 

The only bit off the 42-year-old 
Ryan was Harold Reynolds’ 
lea doff angle to right field in the 
first inning. Ryan also pitched a 
one-hitter on .April 23 in Toron¬ 
to, a triple by Nelson Liriano with 
one out in the ninth. He has also 
participated in two combined 
one-hitters in his-career. 

Ryan, who has pitched a record 
five no-hitters, increased his ma¬ 
jor league-leading strikeout total 
to 100 and now has 4,875 in his 
22-yew-career.- 
. It's the 21st time Ryan has 
struck out 100 or more batters in 


a season, tying him with Don 
Sunon for the major league-re- 
cord. 

In addition to the five no¬ 
hitters and 11 one-hitters, Ryan 
has pitched 19 two-hitters and 27 
three-hitters, ft was Ryan’s 16th 
low-hit game (no-hitter or one- 
hirter) breaking Bob Feller's re¬ 
cord of 15. 

In other American League 
games, it was Toronto 10, Bos¬ 
ton, 2, Oakland 7, Cleveland 0, 
Minnesota 5, Chicago 4.1st game 
Chicago 2, Minnesota 1, 2nd 
game, Baltimore 4, Detroit 2. 
Milwaukee 2, New York 0. and 
California 4. Kansas City 3, Min¬ 
nesota split a double-header with 
Chicago, winning the opener 5-4, 
then losing 2-1. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
. AND OMAR SHARIF 
etMS TrtDu'w Mwu AarviCM. Inc 


A LITTLE LEARNING 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* AS 
<7 Q53 
0 A J 10 6 
4-0462 

WEST ' ' EAST 

* Q J * 74 2 

9 A 9 74 2 86 

0953 08742 

* 8 7 4 * 10 9 5 J 

SOUTH 

* K 10 9 8 6 3 
?T K J 10 . 

0 XQ 



* A K 


The bidding: 
South West 

North 

East 

1 * 

P ass 

Z NT 

Pus 

3 * 

Pass 

4 * 

Pass 

6 4 

Puss 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Ace of C 
Oh how right Alexander Pope 
was when he warned about the dan¬ 
gers of a little learning. Consider the 
North-South spade holding. If you 
cash the ace and West drops one of 
the missing honors, East is almost a 
3-io-l favorite to hold the other 
honor. This is governed by what is 
known as the Rule of Restricted 
Choice. Unfortunately, South knew 
all about that rule. 

The bidding is not without inter¬ 
est. North's two no trump promised 
a balanced 13-15 points and South's 
spade rebid guaranteed a six-card 


suit. When North raised to the 
spade game with his doubleton ace. 
South made the value jump to reach 
a slam that had little play because of 
the duplication in the minor suits— 
the same duplication that would 
have made six no trump laydown. 

Against six spades West led the 
ace of hearts and continued with the 
suit. Declarer took his king and led 
a spade to the ace. fetching the jack 
from West. Applying the-Rule of 
Restricted Choice, declarer nexPft- 
nessed and the slam went the way of 
all flesh in a hurry. 

We have often warned about con¬ 
sidering a suit combination i r Na¬ 
tion. While the finesse might ue the 
right play if you consider the spade 
suit alone, it was certainly wrong on 
this hand. 

Jff West did indeed have a single- 
ton honor, that would mean that 
East held four trumps. A finesse in 
itself 1 would not be enough to pick 
up the trumps—declarer would need 
a trump coup as well. To accom¬ 
plish that, he would have to reduce 
his trumps to the same length as 
East's. So he would need two entries 
to the dummy for ruffs, and one for 
the trump coup. There just weren't 
enough dummy entries, so declarer 
should have gone up with the king 
of spades in the hope of finding 
West with the Q-J bare. 



M 1 was checking for sticky grease 
build-up on the ceiling. 

I’m stuck!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
m by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 



Unscramble these low Jumbles, 
oneietteir to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 




WHAT THAT 
PRECOCIOUSLY 
BRIGHT BABY WAS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 

\m-. »Q3xn*“axrr 

... . (Answers Monday) 

I Jumbles VAPOR JUMPY PAUPER YEARLY 
Yesterdays ^adotfgltfomj^artwben 

- ■. ’. -■ someone exoariences this—PUPPY LOVE 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Soviets to bid for 1998 winter Olympics 

MOSCOW (AP) — Two Caucasus mountains ski resorts and a 
central Asian city are vying for the opportunity to host the 1998 
winter Olympics, the newspaper Sovietsky sport said Friday. 
Bakuriani, a ski resort in Soviet Georgia, is bidding as a team with 
Tbilisi, the Georgian capital 180 kilometres to the east. Krasnaya 
Polyana, a mountain town near the Black Sea resort of Sochi is 
the second Caucasus ski area trying to become the first Soviet host 
of the winter games. Alma-Ata. the capital of Kazakhstan, is also 
on the list, Sovietsky sport said. The article focused on Bakuriani. 
noting that it is located 28 kilometres from the sea town 
Borzhomi.-which has sanatoriums that can house 30,000 to 35,000 
Olympic fans. 

Maradona denies Marseille offer 

NAPLES (R) — Diego Maradona denied Saturday he had 
received an offer to play for French soccer champions Marseille 
and emphasised he would complete his five-year contract with 
Italian first division Napoli. Argentina's world cup captain said: 
“Napoli fans needn’t worry. I’m not going to Marseilles or 
anywhere. I'm staying in Naples, not just because my contract is 
until 1993, but because I’m happy here and want to stay." The 
respected French sports daily L’Equipe sid Saturday that Marseil¬ 
le sporting director and former national team coach Michel 
Hidalgo met Maradona in Naples Friday for initial talks. 
Maradona confirmed he had met Hidalgo but said the French¬ 
man’s visit had been a courtesy call. Maradona said Hidalgo had 
indicated he was keen to attract the Argentine to France, but no 
offer had been made. 

Spanish team sign Soviet basketball star 

MADRID (AP) — Forum Filatelico of Valladolid has signed 
Soviet basketball star Arvidos Sabonis and his teammate Valde- 
maras Homirius to one-year contracts to play next season in the 
Spanish League, Sabonis told Spanish television (TVE) Saturday. 
Sabonis, in Spain with the Soviet team for several exhibition 
matches, told a TVE reporter: “! am going to play with forum in 
Vallodolid for one year and then I would like to play in the NBA 
(U.S. National Basketball Association)." “Maybe i can play in 
the NBA,” Sabonis added. “It’s possible and I would like it." The 
NBA’s Portland Trailblazers hold draft rights to Sabonis in the 
U.S. League. The sports daily Marca said forum club president 
Gonzalo Gonazalo sealed the reported SI-million deal Friday. 

Toronto's retractable roof stadium opens 

TORONTO (R) — Nearly 53,000 people toasted the opening of a 
$410 million convertible-roofed stadium Saturday witb a flashy 
show of rock groups, precision motorcycle teams, roller skaters 
and a laser and fireworks display. Ontario Premier David 
Peterson pressed a button to open the 9.500-ton, eight-acre roof 
of the skydomc and rain fell into the stadium causing guests to flee 
-from their seats or to open umbrella. The original plans had called 
for skydome to cost $123 million (U.S.) and to open in April in 
time for the start of die baseball season. The Toronto Blue Jays 
will play their home games there. But a four-month strike by 
construction workers delayed the first game in the skydome until 
June 5. The Toronto Argonauts of the Canadian Football League, 
which has a summer-autumn season, will also play in the stadium. 
The opening-night party was almost postponed after a city 
official, citing several building-code violations, denied a certifi¬ 
cate of occupancy. Within hours, however, the certificate was 
granted. 


Sowell takes second 
record in 2 days 


PROVO, Utah (R) — New U.S. 
sprint sensation Dawn Sowell ran 
the world's sixth fastest women's 
100 metres Saturday to bag her 
second record at the U;S. collegi¬ 
ate championships. 

Hollis Conway set an Amer¬ 
ican record in the men’s high 
jump and Kip Cheruiyot edged 
gold medallist Peter Rono in a 
1,500-metre battle of Kenyan 
Olympians. 

Sowell, a 23-year-old student at 
Louisiana State University, 
docked, 10.78 seconds to win the 
women's 100 metres. Only Amer¬ 
icans Florence Griffith Joyner, 
the world record holder at 10.49 


HOROSCOPE NOT 
RECEIVED 


THE Daily Crossword * 


WBm P. Baxley 


10 US author 

14 Way out 

15 Dm gumis 

16 Temporary use 

17 Curl the Op 

18 Bose 

19 City an the 
Amo 

20 Belts 

22 Licorice stick 
24 Oracle 
26 
27 

deotatvely 

31 Holiday Uma 

32 Waist 

33 Exploit 

35 Onee .around 
the treok 

38 Volcano 

goddess 

39 Sprnka 
sehemenWy 

40 Arrive 

41 Utter 

42 Import 

43 Poe's bird 

44 Au _ 

45 Legal right of 

47, Classifies 

51 Spee ch 
Impediment 

52 Gama of 
cfwnee 

54 Lariats 
68 Frenzied 
59 Currier's 
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mmum 
aaal 
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O WBC Tribune hUflli Ca ml e t, me. 

AM Mohrs Hstnefl 

Yesterday'! 


Puzda Solved: 


Answer. The beginning of adotfa life 
someone experiences thb- 


61 CUmbbtg vfn 
82 Cany 

63 Soft drink' 

64 Heron 

85 — does H 
68 Pitfall 
87 Make 22X8 

DOWN 
>1 CUM 
' 2 Relathe 

3 Roman toad 

4 Cherish 

5 Ophidian 


6 PoDUoal 
monogram 

7 Fish sauce 

8 Official 
stamps 

9 Ramparts 

10 Vtoy high 

11 Moving 

12 Mailer Hem 

13 Growing out 
21 Wine word 
23 Soeak 

glowingly 
25 King Learie 
daughter 

27 Recipe abbr. 

28 FBtfttteea bM 

29 Unctuous 

30 Thick 

34 Bwgabi 

35 Adorn 

38 So be it 
37 Confined . 

39 Limn 

40 Election 


nnnn nnnnfi nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn 
rannnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnu.i nnnn nnnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


prafodo 
42 Koran c 


43 Springs beck 
tt - 44 Race rider 
id . 46 Lord’s title 

47 Moderate - 
n 48 Apia's 

i land 

chapter 4$ Bluebonnets 


50 Relish 
53 A n ato mica l 
membrane 
55 Pol num 
58 Male ant 
57 SurfaH 
60 'Dunderhead 


French Open Third Round 


Sabatini returns from brink 


PARIS (AP) — Gabriela Sabatini, three points from defeat, 
rallied to beat Nicole Pro vis of Australia 4-6, 7-5, 6-3 
Saturday in a dramatic, third-round match at the French 
Open championship. 


seconds, and Evelyn Ashford 
have run foster. 

Sowell defeated team-mate 
Esther Jones by more than three 
metres for her second U.S. col¬ 
legiate record in as many days. 
She ran 22.04 seconds for 200 
metres Friday. 

Conway, the Olympic silver 
medallist, leaped 7 feet. 9V* in¬ 
ches to break the U.S. high jump 
record of 7 feet, 9W inches that 
he shared with two others. Con¬ 
way, who attends southwestern 
Louisiana University, then unsuc¬ 
cessfully attempted 7-10V6 twice 
and a world record eight feel 
once. 


The second-seeded Argentine, 
bidding for her first Grand Slam 
tournament title, took advantage 
of two crucial lapses by her oppo¬ 
nent to remain on course for a 
showdown with defending cham¬ 
pion Steffi Graf in the final. 

Graf is on course for a sixth- 
straight Grand Slam tournament 
title. The 19-year-old West Ger¬ 
man, needed only 62 minutes 
Friday to blast Nicole Jagerman 
of the Netherlands 6-1, 6-2. 

Provis, a semifinalist last year, 
returned to the scene of her finest 
Grand Slam performance and for 
more than a set had Sabatini on 
the defensive. 

After a tentative start, Provis 
moved from 1-3 to 5-4, pinning 
Sabatini with a mixture of penet¬ 
rating groundstrokes and accu¬ 
rate volleys. 

The Australian clinched the 
opening set by breaking Sabatini 
witb four clean winners, then 
broke through again for a 2-0 lead 
in the second set. 

But suddenly, after walloping 
winners round the court, Provis 


Ice box 
headgear 
cools U.S. 
Grand Prix 

PHOENIX. Arizona (R) — With 
temperatures expected to soar 
above 100 degrees (38C), drivers 
will need some special equipment 
if cooler heads are to prevail at 
Sunday's United States Grand 
Prix motor race. 

And keeping drivers’ heads 
cool is precisely the strategy that 
may teams will employ to combat 
the effects of two hours in the 
.blazing desert sun. 

“What we have for the pilot is 
in fact a refrigerated skull cap," 
explained Lola designer Chris 
Murphy, who is responsible for 
keeping Frenchmen Philippe 
Alliot and Yannick Dalmas and 
their cars from succumbing to the 
brutal heat Sunday. 

Many of the teams will be using 
the "cool caps" that fit into the 
lining of the helmets with the 
hope that if the head is cool the 
drivers' overall body temperature 
will be kept at a safe level. 

The caps that the Lola drivers 
will wear use a battery-powered 
pump to circulate coolant fluid 
from a small reservoir around 
their heads through a series of 
small tubes. 

The caps work under the same 
principle as a refrigerator or air 
conditioner, said Murphy, whose 
drivers will be using them for the 
first time in the U.S. Grand Prix. 

“It's absolutely new for us," 
Murphy told Reuters. "It's not 
something we would normally 
use. It's only for this circuit,” he 
said. 


began to spray errors as Sabatini 
slowed the game down with spins, 
lobs and drop shots. 

Hie Australian lost 16 out of 
the next 18 points and by the time 
she recovered. Sabatini had taken 
a 4-2 lead. 

Provis, ranked 43rd in the 
world, refused to let Sabatini slip 
away, breaking the Argentine to 
tie the match at 44 and then 
holding serve. 

Now Sabatini was under in¬ 
tense pressure. As she served to 
save the match, the first two 
points were shared and the ten¬ 
sion mounted. 

The Argentine quickly won the 
next three points for 5-5, then 
forced Provis into another stream 
of errors and won 20 of the next 
22 points to square the match and 
move up 2-0 in the final set. 

Twice Provis had the chance to 
break back on Sabatini's serve 
but could not convert the big 
points and served to stay in the 
tournament at 3-5. 

At 040, Provis saved the first 
of three match points but could 


do nothing about the second as 
Sabatini banged home a smash in 
one of her rare ventures to the 
net to dose out the rwo-hour. 
eight-minute match. 

Provis said Sabatini's experi¬ 
ence got the Argentine through at 
54 in the second set. 

“She's been in many situations 
like that before, and she started 
playing a little better,” Provis 
said. “She started lopping the ball 
higher. Maybe I got a little tense. 
I kept hitting the ball but I missed 
a few.” 

Another Australian, Jo-Anne 
Faull caused a minor upset by 
defeating 16th-seeded ■ Susan 
Sloane of the United States, 6-3, 
6-1. But Mary Joe Fernandez, the 
15th seed, made sure of an 
American berth in the round of 
16 by beating Niege Dias of Bra¬ 
zil, 6-7. 6-1, 6-1. 

The U.S. threat in the men's 
event continued as unseeded 
Lawson Duncan beat Frenchman 
Jerome Potier, 64, 6-0, 6-4 to 
reach the fourth round. 

Although the clouds were low, 
rain that disrupted play at Roland 
Garros Friday stayed away. 

The rain helped Boris Becker 
get booming again and brought 
out the best in Roaald Agenor, 
but it turned Tim Mayotte into a 


loser. 

Becker, the No. 2 men's seed, 
was struggling against British 
qualifier Jeremy Bates when their 
third-round match was baited Fri- - 
day after 47 minutes' play with 
the West German ahead 54 in 
the opening set. 

Five and half hours later, after 
Roland Garros had suffered its 
first soaking of the tournament, 
Becker and Bates resumed their 
match, and Becker, stepping upn 
gear, crushed Bates 7-5, 6-2, 6-1- 
He extended his 19S9 match re¬ 
cord to 314 and reaching the 
round of 16 for the fourth time. 

During the delay. Becker said 
he ate. rested, and talked. That 
was the same programme 
adopted by Mayotte, but it hdd 
the opposite effect. 

Mayotte, the No. 7 seed, was 
leading Haiti's Agenor by two 
sets to one, with the players tied 
at 3-3 in the fourth set when their 
match was suspended Thursday 
night because of darkness. 

When the match resumed Fri¬ 
day evening, the temperature had 
dropped and the centre court 
surface was slower. Agenor pro¬ 
ceeded tie the match at two-sets 
all, then powered past Mayotte in 
the decider with top-notch tennis. 


England thrash Poland 


LONDON (R) — Goals from 
Gary Lineker, John Barnes and 
Neil Webb swept England to a 
3-0 over Poland Saturday and 
transformed Peter Shilton's re¬ 
cord-equalling appearance 
celebrations into a world cup 
party. 

Shilton, who matched Bobby 
Moore's England record of 108 
international caps, had little to do 
as the hosts coasted to a comfort¬ 
able victory to strengthen their 
grip on European qualifying 
group two. 

Unbeaten England's win puts 
them two points clear of second- 
placed Sweden — whom they 
meet in Stockholm September 6 
— with seven points from four 
games. They have scored 10 goals 
and conceded none. 

Poland, beaten 3-0 when the 
teams last met at the Mexico 
World Cup finals three years ago, 
never looked a match for a ram¬ 
pant England side who could 
have reached double figures. 

The result leaves the Poles with 
a virtually impossible task of 
making the finals in Italy next 
year with two points from three 
games. 

Lineker, who exploded on to 
the international scene with his 
hat-trick against Poland in the 
1986 finals, struck after 23 mi¬ 
nutes following a sustained 
period of England pressure. 

Barnes and Webb completed 
the rout in the 70th and 82nd 
minutes as the Poles, desperate to 
salvage a point, fell apart at the 
back. 

England threatened to overrun 
their visitors in a lively opening 
few minutes. 

Throughout the first half 
Lineker had to withstand a series* 
of clattering tackles from Damian 


Lukasik and, in the 10th minute, 
was ruthlessly flattened on the 
edge of a box by goalkeeper 
Jaioslaw Bako after being sent 
clear by Peter Beardsley. 

The bruising bodycheck earned 
the goalkeeper a booking, and a 
carbon copy move 13 minutes 
later resulted in England's first 
goal. 

Barnes released Lineker, who 
surged into the box and attemp¬ 
ted to sweep the ball past the 
oncoming Bako. The shot was 


parried but Lineker was quickest 
to react, scrambling up to reach 
the ball and turn it into the empty 
net from the finest of angles. 

England should have increased 
their lead shortly afterwards as 
Lineker, Webb and Barnes all 
missed golden opportunities. 

England continued to domin¬ 
ate in much the same way in the 
second half, with Chris Waddle’s 
exquisite running on the right a 
cornerstone of many attacks. 
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Poles flock to vote 


in historic election 


WARSAW (R) — Poles flocked to vote Sunday in 
parliamentary elections giving them a choice for the 
first time in more than 40 years' between the ruling 
Communist Party and a well-organised opposition. 


Spot checks by Reuter repor¬ 
ters .«t half-a-dozen Warsaw poll¬ 
ing stations suggested that most 
people in the capital were voting 
for opposition candidates backed 
b) the Solidarity free trade union. 

Mans were seen publicly cros¬ 
sing communist candidates off 
ballot sheets before entering 
booths to cast their votes. 

Communist leader General 
Wojciech Jaruzelski. architect of 
reforms that introduced the parr- 
lv-domocratic elections, called 
the vole “a huge step towards 
democracy" as he cast his ballot. 

Big queues built up in Warsaw 
as people in this overwhelmingly 
Roman Carbolic country 
emerged from Sunday mass to 
vote for candidates for the Sejm 
(lower house) and a new senate 
that will be East Europe's only 
freely-elected parliamentary 
body. 

"It's an amazing turnout, much 
bigger than in previous elec¬ 
tions.'* said Krzysztof Kaleta. a 
solidarity militant guiding opposi¬ 
tion supporters through the com¬ 
plex voting system at a south 
Warsaw polling station. 

"This is very exciting feeling." 
said a well-dressed woman in her 
40s after casting her vole. 

**1 never did anything like this 
in mv life." added a 50-vear-old 


man. "It is great, but I wish it was 
not so complicated." 

In the northern port of 
Gdansk. Solidarity leader Lech 
Walesa urged voters not to cross 
out communist candidates en 
masse but to vote for those who 
supported reforms. 

"I think that too big a percen¬ 
tage of our people getting 
through would be disturbing and 
might force a fight on us." he told 
reporters after voting. 

Officials have expressed con¬ 
cern that a Solidarity landslide 
might cause a Communist Party 
backlash against the reforms. 

The opposition. led by Solidar¬ 
ity. has mounted a colourful elec¬ 
tion campaign backed by the 
Catholic church that has largely 
eclipsed pro-government efforts. 

Some Solidarity officials say 
the opposition hopes to win 80 
per cent of the seats it is con¬ 
testing. 

The opposition is running for 
all 100 seats in a new democrati¬ 
cally-elected senate and for 35 
per cent of the 460 seats in the 
Sejm under a reform pact with 
the government signed last April. 

The other 65 per cent of the 
Sejm seats are reserved for com¬ 
munists and their allies. But the 
ruling party itself will have only 
38 per cent, surrendering its 


majority in a major step towards 
dismantling its 45-year-old power 
monopoly. 

"This is a huge step towards 
democracy." Jaruzelski said as he 
cast his vote in a polling station in 
a Warsaw museum. "I hope Po¬ 
land will get peace from these 
elections. It is a priceless value." 

In Warsaw, solidarity activists 
manning tables outside each poll¬ 
ing station appeared to help vo¬ 
ters overcome confusion over the 
electoral system that presented 
them with up to seven ballot 
papers and 120 candidates in 
some constituencies. 

But one woman was seen 
weeping at a Warsaw polling sta¬ 
tion when she realised she had 
mistakenly voted for a communist 
candidate instead of for Soli¬ 
darity. 

And in the counrryside around 
Warsaw many people appeared 
bewildered by the profusion of 
ballot papers and candidates. 

. “People are getting lost. There 
are too many names. They don't 
know who is who," said a voter in 
the small town of Parysow, south¬ 
east of Warsaw. 

Jaruzelski repeated a call for a 
grand government-opposition 
coalition to rule Poland after the 
elections and haul it out of econo¬ 
mic crisis that threatens social 
unrest. 

Like Walesa, he urged voters 
not to cross off all communist 
candidates but to vote for any 
candidate supporting “agreement 
and a united front." 


Tiananmen assault draws 


words of disgust, sadness 


NEW YORK (AP) — Govern¬ 
ment leaders deplored Chinese 
troops' fatal siege of Tiananmen 
Square and urged moderation. 

Chinese students in the United 
States and Canada were tom be¬ 
tween anger and fright as they 
gathered to listen to reports of 
the Sunday attack against pro- 
democracy students, in which 
hundreds were reported killed. 


In Hong Kong, the British col¬ 
ony which is to return to Chinese 
control in 1997. activists 
announced plans Sunday to hold 
a sit-in and hunger strike outside 
the office of China's official 
Xinhua news agency. 

U.S. President George Bush, a 
former envoy to China, said in a 
statement: "I deeply deplore the 
decision to use force against 


peaceful demonstrators and the 
consequent loss of life... I urge a 
return to non-violent means for 
dealing with the current situa¬ 
tion." 

Other governments echoed 
that view. The British Foreign 
Office appealed for “moderation 
and restraint" and the Japanese 
Foreign Ministry issued a state¬ 
ment saying it strongly hoped 
the situation would not wursen 
further. 

Dong Li, a Chinese literature 
professor on an exchange prog¬ 
ramme in the United States, said 
the situation had become intoler¬ 
able. 

"They have opened fire to the 
students and the civilians. This is 
the last straw I can bear," he said, 
while standing on the steps of the 
county courthouse in flagstaff. 


Arizona. He added that he had 
decided to renounce his mem¬ 
bership in the Chinese Commun¬ 
ist Party and to seek political 
asylum in the United States. 

"I will not be able to see my old 
mother for a long time. I will not 
be able to see my old friend* in 
China for a long time." he said. 

Some foreign government 
statements said the attack was 
especially regrettable in light of 
reforms in China that have 
boosted the country’s economy 
and attracted waves of new fore¬ 
ign investment. 

"I deeply regret the actions and 
I hope it is a temporary abbera- 
tion and there will be a return to 
process in that countiy that we in 
the rest of the world have, until 
now, welcomed," said Australian 
Prime Minister Bob Hawke. 


Ethiopia moves to end revolt 


ADDIS ABABA <Rj — Presi¬ 
dent Mengistu Haile Mariam, 
rudely shaken by a bloody coup 
attempt two weeks ago. opens an 
emergency session of Ethiopia's 
parliament Monday to debate re¬ 
solution of the country’s northern 
rebellion. 

Political analysts and diplomats 
in the capital. Addis Ababa, said 
the meeting probably offered the 
last chance to seek a peaceful 
settlement to the 28-year rebel¬ 
lion in Eritrea province. 

"Mengistu goes into this meet¬ 
ing knowing that failure to have 
some kind of viable solution to 
the conflict would cause immense 
problems for the country," one 
African diplomat told Reuters. 

“But the problem is that he is 
facing rebels who feel they can 
afford to drag their feet in the 
light of recent events," he added, 
referring to the May 16 coup 


attempt in which at least nine 
rebel army generals were killed. 

Mutinous government troops 
seized state-run Radio Asmara in 
Eritrea's capital. They broadcast 
statements aligning themselves 
with the Eritrean People’s Li¬ 
beration Front (EPLF). which for 
the past 28 years has campaigned 
for the province's independence. 


meeting would probably offer 
Eritrea some kind of loose fed¬ 
eration with Addis Ababa. 

“I can’t see how else this prob¬ 
lem could be resolved without the 
government going further and 
offering more than limited auton¬ 
omy,” he said. 


Eritrea, near the mouth of the 
Red Sea, is the cradle of 
Ethiopia's ancient civilisation. 
Once colonised by Italy, it later 
had a federal status within 
Ethiopia. 


The EPLF, allied to the Tig- 
ray People's Liberation Front 
(TPLF) fighting to oust Mengis- 
tu’s forces from neighbouring 
Tigray province, has in the past 
17 months claimed a series of 
military victories against the gov¬ 
ernment. 


Mengistu's government has 
given the region autonomy to run 
its affairs but the EPLF wants 
complete independence, a de¬ 
mand rejected by Addis Ababa 
authorities. 

A Western diplomat specu¬ 
lated that the parliamentary 


Mengisth, who came to power 
after he and several army officers 
toppled the feudal government of 
Emperor Haile Selassie in 1974, 
has repeatedly offered to talk to 
the EPLF on ways of ending the 
conflict but the rebels have de¬ 
fiantly refused. 



A small Vietnamese boy and bis father look out from inside (heir ramshackle boat after arriving as 


refugees in Hong Kong this week 


Thousands of boat people 
on hunger strike in Hong Kong 


Floods 


lash 


Sri Lanka; 
171 killed 


HONG KONG (AP) - 
Thousands of Vietnamese boat 
people are on hunger strike to 
protest a government policy that 
treats them as illegal immigrants, 
while still more arrived in this 
British colony. 


In the third day of the strike 
Saturday, the number of boat 
people still fasting dropped to 
3,900 after about 800 ate lunch 
and another 600 quit the strike to 
eat dinner, a government official 
said. 

Government facilities for the 
boat people have been over¬ 
whelmed in recent days as boats 
continued to arrive. 


Some 1,400 Vietnamese re¬ 
mained aboard boats anchored at 
Tai A Chau, an outlying island 
inhabited by an elderly couple, 
after seven boats carrying 308 
arrived Saturday. 

A visitor to Tai A Chau Satur¬ 


day said the island resembled a 
typhoon shelter. Tie Vietnamese 
remain aboard their crowded 
boats and are allowed to go 
ashore only to use toilet facilities. 

The government stopped mov¬ 
ing arrivals ashore due to the 
hunger strike. 

Some 2.000 boat people began 
refusing food Thursday. They 
hung banners in Vietnamese and 
Fnglish saying they would rather 
die than return to Vietnam. 
Another 3.300 people in the de¬ 
tention centre joined them in 
their fast Friday. 

Hong Kong recently has been 
inundated with arrivals of boat 
people, despite a screening policy- 
adopted last June 16 that treats 
all arrivals of Vietnamese as illeg¬ 
al immigrants subject to repatria¬ 
tion unless they can prove they 
fled political persecution. 

Since the new policy was im¬ 
plemented. more than 2U.1H1U 


boat people have arrived in Hong 
Kong and only 1.600 have been 
screened. 

All incoming boat people are 
held in dosed detention centres 
until they are screened for re¬ 
fugee status. Then they can stay- 
in open camps, go out to work 
and wait for resettlement or re¬ 


patriation. 

About 3.9(H) Vietnamese boat 
people have arrived since May 
27. overwhelming government 
accommodation facilities. 

A total of 9.203 boat people 
arrived in May, compared with 
2.918 in April and 842 in March. 

The United Nations says about 
72.000 boat people were in camps 
throughout the region at the end 
of April. 

Under international pressure. 
Vietnam has agreed to attend an 
international conference on In¬ 
dochinese refugees in Geneva in 
June 13-14. 


COLOMBO (AP.) — Floods and 
landslides killed at least 171 peo¬ 
ple and forced more than 25,000 
to flee their homes in the hills pf 
central Sri Lanka, police said 
Sunday. 

The pre-dawn landslides, 
touched off by heavy rains, wiped 
out entire hamlets. Kegalie police 
chief Madumma Banda said. The 
rains had eased by late afternoon 
Sunday but continued to hamper 
search operations. 

Tie hardest-hit area appeared 
to be the tea plantation region 
around Kegalie, 72 kilometres 
northeast of Colombo on the 
road leading to the Buddhist reli¬ 
gious centre and resort town of 
Kandy. 

“We have counted 163 bodies 
so far. Maybe some more are 
buried under mud," Banda said 
when contacted by telephone. 
The road between Colombo and 
Kegalie was blocked by land¬ 
slides. 

He said landslides occurred in 
at least 10 areas of the Kegalie 
district. 

At least 30 people died in 
Buiathkopitiya, 16 kilometres 
south of Kegalie, when the entire 
village was buried under mud-and 
dirt, Banda said. 

He said six other people died 
Saturday in floods in the KegaJle 
area. 

Two people were killed Sunday 
when rain-loosened boulders 
crushed them at Nuwara Eliya. a 
resor town 95 kilometres east of 
Colombo. 


Envoy in India 


A top Sri Lankan official ar¬ 
rived in New Delhi Saturday for 
talks which are expected to in- 
dude a request to withdraw Indi¬ 
an soldiers from the' island na¬ 
tion, news reports said. 

State-run television said Sri 
Lankan Foreign Secretary Ber¬ 
nard Tillekaratne arrived for dis¬ 
cussions on the 40,000 Indian 
peacekeeping troops posted in Sri 
Lanka. 

Tillefcahitae’s visit comes two 
days after Sri Lankan President 
Ranasinghe Premadasa 
announced that he would like the 
Indian soldiers withdrawn by the 
end of July. 


‘America’s most wanted’ cools his heels 


NEWARK. New Jersey (AP) — 
John E. List's first life as a 
church-going accountant ended 
18 years ago when he disappeared 
after allegedly confessing to kill¬ 
ing his mother, wife and three 
children in their Victorian man¬ 


sion. 

His second, almost parallel ex¬ 
istence ended Thursday when 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) agents arrested List in an 
accounting office in Richmond. 
Virginia, wrapping up a search 
that had led to "all 50 states. 
Europe and South America. 

The arrest came II days after 
the Fox Television network in the 
United States broadcast details of 
List's case on a popular program¬ 
me called. "America’s Most 
Wanted." 

The show reenacted the 
slayings, and displayed photos of 
List from before the killings and a 
sculptor's bust of how he might 
look now. One viewer called to 
say a man resembling List was 
living in the Richmond suburb of 
Midlothian, the FBI said. 

“I don’t know what a guy who’s 
killed five people is supposed to 


look like, but he was not that 
person." said Pat Ferguson, who 
lives two doors away from the 
man she knew as Robert P. 
Garfc. but who agents said was 
List. 

“He worked hard in his yard, 
went to work every day. went to 
church every Sunday. The guy 
was so average." Ferguson said. 

List is accused of shooting to 
death his mother. Alma, 85: his 
wife. Helen. 45: and their three 
children. Patricia. 16, John 15. 
and Frederick. 13. 

Their bodies were found Dec. 
7. 1971. in the family's 18-room 
mansion in Westfield, 16 
kilometres southwest of Newark. 
Police said they found a confes¬ 
sion written by List and addres¬ 
sing to his Lutheran minister on 
the dining table.* 

“Nobody believed he could do 
something like that." said Frank 
Chenitz, who lives a few houses 
away from where the mansion 
stood. It was destroyed bv fire in 
1972. 

“I say give him a fair trial, 
because "we’ve only heard one 
side of the story.” said Chenitz. 


"But the things he's accused of, if 
he did them, then he deserves the 
worst. They were atrocities." 

After the slayings, investiga¬ 
tors found that List had two 
mortgages on his house, was fail¬ 
ing a financial consultant and had 
been siphoning money from his 
mother's S200.000 savings 
account. 


each other and exchanged books, 
and videotapes, Stefano said. 
Oark often called up to recom¬ 
mend a movie or television show, 
Stefano said. 

One of bis picks was "Amer¬ 
ica's Most Wanted," but Stefano 
missed the programme the week 
List was featured. 


Since 1971, List lived most of 
the time in Denver, where he met 
a woman at a Lutheran church 
function in 1977 and married her 
eight years later, authorities said. 

Authorities said List's new 
wife, Delores, was unaware of his 
past and was shocked by his 
arrest. She has helped agents 
piece together some of List’s 
movements since 1971. 


The couple lived in the Rich¬ 
mond 1 area for about a year, 
authorities said. They had no 
children. 

Neighbours Joseph and Jac¬ 
queline Stefano said the Clarks 
were good, hardworking people 
who did not like to talk about 
their past. 

The families did odd jobs for 


In his reputed confession 18 
years ago. List said he believed 
his family was drifting from the 
church and was upset that his 
daughter wanted to be an actress, 
in vs ti gators have said. 

Before the killings. List wrote 
notes to his children’s teachers 
and his minister saying the family 
would be away for a few weeks 
visiting an ailing relative, police 
said. 

• Newspaper delivery was can¬ 
celled and the thermostat, was 
rumed off to retard the decom¬ 
position of the bodies, police 
said. 


Neighbours called police when 
they noticed lights in the house 
burning out. The lights had been 
left on ostensibly for security 
while the family was away. 


Victims’ fight goes on in Spanish poison case 


By Martin Langfield 

Reuter 


MADRID — For eight years 
Arcadio Fernandez has fought 
crippling pain to seek justice for 
thousands of Spaniards maimed 
in a mass food-poisoning 
tragedy in 1981. 

The ravages of “toxic oil syn¬ 
drome" — a mystery disease 
unleashed when adulterated 
rapeseed oil was sold as cook¬ 
ing oil — have affected his wife* 
and daughter and left Fernan¬ 
dez's upper body and hands 
deformed. 

He is among 27,000 survivors 
of a disease which killed hun¬ 
dreds. 

“My wife was the worst 
affected... it began with loss of 
hair, terrible itching, fever, 
nausea and loss of appetite,” he 
told Reuters. “Now it has pro¬ 
duced physical malformations, 
loss of memory, sight loss, in¬ 
voluntary' limb movement... I 
had a lor of pain at the begin¬ 
ning. I still do.” 

In cramped offices in the 
dormitory town of Leganes on 


the outskirts of Madrid, where 
2,000 mainly working-class 
families consumed the oil, Fer¬ 
nandez heads the Toxic Oil 
Syndrome Victims’ Associa¬ 
tion. 

For years ihe association 
campaigned against the dawd¬ 
ling pace of the Spanish legal 
system, demanding that those 
charged with the poisoning be 
brought to trial. 

Last year, more than six 
years after the event, they final¬ 
ly were. Dubbed Spain's “trial 
of the century,” it lasted 15 
months. 

The verdict, delivered last 
month, took some eight hours 
to read out and ended in the 
acquittal of most of the 37 
accused. The court found 13 
people guilty and handed down 
sentences for harming public 
health, fraud and negligence. 

Although it ruled some oil 
merchants had known a dye 
added to the oil could be poiso¬ 
nous, it found none guilty of 
homicide. 

Only two of the 13 convicted 
went to jail, as the rest had 


already served enough time be¬ 
hind bars before the trial to be 
freed. 

Defence lawyers disputed that 
the oil had caused the poison¬ 
ing, blaming tomatoes sprayed 
with pesticides. The court 
threw out the argument but some 
of those found guilty are to 
appeal. 

Enraged victims of the 
poisoning called at the trial for 
the death of those responsible. 

"Those were cries of anguish 
and impotence at seeing how 
we have been manipulated," 
Fernandez said. 

Tie court fixed compensa¬ 
tion of S122.U00 for each death 
and up to $730,000 for those 
crippled by the disease. But it 
did not say who should pay. 

"I calculate the compensa¬ 
tion comes to some 640 billion 
pesetas* ($5 billion)," Fernan¬ 
dez said. "The sentence states 
32 million pesetas ($254,000) 
have been seized from the two 
xjil merchants to pay it." 

Fernandez said the associa¬ 
tion would appeal against the 
judgment and seek a prompt 


verdict in a second inquiry, still 
under way, into the alleged 
responsibility of government 
officials in the poisoning. 

The second trial could be 
crucial in deciding whether the 
government picks up the bill for 
the compensation awards. 

Attorney-General Javier 
Moscoso said the state might 
not be obliged to unless it were 
found negligent or a new law 
were passed. Moscoso is also 
appealing against the verdict, 
on undisclosed "technical 
grounds." 

"What we don’t understand 
is how in a poisoning of this 
scale... not even one bell-boy in 
any ministry is responsible,” 
Fernandez said. 

The government last 
Wednesday pur off the question 
of whether it should pay or not. 

Minister for Parliamentary 
Relations Virgilio Zapatero 
told opposition parties that the 
government did not want to 
“prejudge the result of ihe judi¬ 
cial inquiry or any approach to 
the administration (the victims) 
have yet to make." 


The state would continue to 
provide pensions and income 
support for those affected, he 
added. 

Meanwhile for Fernandez the 
fight goes on. The Association 
has called an assembly of vic¬ 
tims this month to decide furth¬ 
er measures to pressure the 
government. 

“When your family is hurt 
and you suffer as much we 
have, it is difficult to get tired.” 
he said. 

The state prosecutor at the 
trial put the death toll from the 
poisoning at nearly 700. But the 
court ruled only 330 deaths 
could be blamed on the syn¬ 
drome, with the cause of death 

— according to its own statistics 

— not definitely known in 
another 466 cases. 

Fernandez disputes the 
court's figure. Last year alone 
62 people died as a result of the 
poisoning, he said, of whom the 
government only recognised six 
as victims of the toxic syn¬ 
drome. 

“The chain of deaths con¬ 
tinues. I lenow a lot of victims 



Protesters stone a bus carrying 
poisoning case after the court 


defendants in the Spanish mass oil 
announced its verdict last month 


who will die,” he said. He 
realises he would eventually die 
himself. 

“I am not afraid of death... 
but I am afraid for my family.” 

Like many victims who saw 
last week’s verdict as too le¬ 


nient, he says he is now disillu¬ 
sioned with Spanish justice.- •' 
“Imagine the. oil merchants 
are not responsible, and. the 
authorities are not responsi¬ 
ble..." we^ shall 1 have.-'ter tin ok 
God wished, this on us." ■. 



Hall—a‘weekend* 
cocaine user 


WASHINGTON <AP) — Qhver . j 
North’s former secretly has told - J 
federal drug investigators that sh^ ;. 
was a .“Weekend", cocaine Gsei 
during I9&H987 while she had .' 
access to sensitive gdyfr^neiu' 
documents, according to tf 
fished report.' The ; Wasbingtoo.”? 
Post reported in. its SuTKfay.i^; : - 
tipns that Fawn Hail; a secretary 
for the former While House-agfeV-.. 
who has been convicted iir the. 
UiS. Iran-contra affair, ^ 

Drug Enforcement Adm1h*str<a~ 
tioit (DEA) agent of her eqe|me; j 
use during die agency’s investor 
tion of drug use- and sajesr at 
nightclubs "in Georgetown','ait ex- -\- 
dusive area of the dty . HaU. Who -V 
testified at congressional bearings , 
about her role in disposing of £ 
documents in * 'the;, affair that -; 
shook the U.S. government, told. 
the agent she was a “weekend" 
cocaine user during the three- 
year period and provided investi- -" 
gators with names of some 
alleged drug dealers.: the Post J 
quoted unnamed sources as 
saying. North, a former marine 
lieutenant colonel, revealed her . 
drug use to DEA agents during • j. 
an interview in the Washington . 
office - of her attorney. Plaid 
Cacberis. Aug. 7, 1987, just two -j 
months after her Iran-contra j 
testimony, the sources told the 
newspaper. Hall is not a target of ’• 
the DEA probe but said.she is a" : 
potential grand jury witness in 
the ongoing investigation, ■ the' 
Post reported. Hall how lives fn "J 
California where she is pursuing 
an acting career, the Post said. 


Student gets almost 
$1 m in scholarships 


LOUISVILLE, Kentucky (AP) 

— Chris Vuturo knew he needed 
scholarships to get into college, 
but he bad-no idea he would be 
offered almost $1 million worth. 
Valedictorian, civic volunteer, 
school newspaper columnist, . 
athlete — Vuturo had a perfect . 
4,0 grade-point average at the 
Roman Catholic high school. Stu¬ 
dents and teachers describe 
Vuturo as a ferocious competitor 
in class. But they also said he is 
among the first to volunteer to . 
tutor other students. Vuturo is .. 
the youngest of six children and 
the only son of Salvador and Jean 
Vuturo. The Vuturos said Chris, 
who received a partial scholarship 
to attend De Sales, could not y. 
have gone to college without aid. 

He applied to numerous colleges ^ 
and received scholarships and in- • 
vitations to attend Harvard Uni¬ 
versity, the University of South¬ 
ern California, the U.S. Air 
Force Academy, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, CoJ- . 
umbia University, Boston Uni- 
verrity, and Georgetown Uni¬ 
versity, among others. All told, 
be was offered $885,782 worth of 
scholarships, based on current 
tuition rates. 


Adifferent 
kind of plant 


EGG HARBOR TOWNSHIP. 
New Jersey (AP) — This is not 
your ordinary office plant A 
persistent ivy vine that-once 
climbed only the front of the 
southern New Jersey township’s 
building inspections office made 
its way indoors about five years 
ago through a crack in the wall 
and apparently found it a good 
growing environment. The vine 
now is in several offices, lining 
the perimeter and the ceiling of 
the room it first entered ■and’ 
making its way up a dark stairwell 
toward offices on the second 
floor. Workers have allowed the 
vine s offshoots to wind their, way 
to the fire inspections office and 
out .to the - customer service area 


counter, where a sign proclaims. 
“Yes the ivy you see is real/’ 
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